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DISTURBAN&ES IN THE FIELD

PHOTOGRAPHY-BASED'DIGITAL IMAGES BY SARA RISLEY

.3 By Jim Toth, Volunteer Art Coordinator
In my mlnd Sara R|sley is a duchess in her own
right. Her Iong career as an artist has led her to an
unapologetic, abstract expressionistic vision that both

challenges and excites. Her photographic creations
begin with her own digital photographs which she then
lets her quirky vision blend and meld different images
into fine artwork. As she explains...

3 ’ “I am wildly attracted to that which disturbs the norm. | adore the odd angle, the quirky
/ / outlook, the extreme emotion. We have the choice to embrace these disturbances or ignore
them. | choose to allow them to inform what I create.

My photography-based digital images disturb the notion of what photography is. My
images all start in camera. The subjects | choose might be from nature, my own abstract
artwork, or anything | might see while walking around this world. Rust on a sidewalk,

peeling paint, or reflections in puddles may become the source for one of my pieces. |
disturb these mundane images, layering, saturating, manipulating until they become an
abstract expression hardly reminiscent of their original source. By digitally disturbing the
pixels, | create that which may disturb the viewer for its lack of easy answers.

/ My creative process is playful and energetic. The intense hues and sensual shapes remind
the viewer of abstract expressionist paintings and lure them in to the intricacies of my
digital “brush marks.” | love that my images may challenge the viewer’s idea of traditional
photography.”

Sara Risley lives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and in the depths of winter,
wonders why. Born and raised in Elgin, lllinois, she got her BFA in
photography and film arts from Southern Methodist University and, after
a 27 year career as a portrait photographer making everyone look pretty,

Come See Sara’s Gallery
Enjoy the art in our lobby gallery during
the run of DINNER WITH THE DUCHESS,

April 22 through May 17 from noon to
5 p.m. or before/after performances.
Reproductions of Sara’s art will also be
featured on the set during the play.

she was sick of reality and escaped into abstract art. She paints, collages,
and creates photographic art all abstractly. She loves going to the theater,
writing, and reading. See more of her work at sararisley.com as well as on
stage as part of the set for DINNER WITH THE DUCHESS!
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EAT. DRINK. BE

TRANJSFER

PIZZERIA + CAFE .
338 S 1st St

Milwaukee, WI 53204

(414)-271-7546
olydias.milwaukee@gmail.com

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF L il April 2026

SCRATCH MADE ECFECTIC TAKES ON MODERN COMFORT FOO[

NEXT ACT THEATER . 240 E Pittsburgh Ave, Milwaukee, W1 53204

AROUND THE CORNER FROM.NEXT ACT THEATRE
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PO Box 394
Milwaukee, W1 53201

Box Office 414-278-0765

Administration 414-278-7780

255 S. Water St., Milwaukee, WI 53204
www.nextact.org | Email info@nextact.org
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A U.S. Premiere Play!
At the end of a storied career, violin virtuoso Margaret gives her final
interview to a young reporter. As the evening wears on, Margaret
must confront secrets and ghosts of the past to face an impossible
question: how will she be remembered? Boundaries are drawn,
lines are crossed and tensions reach a crescendo as a simple dinner
becomes a battleground in the fight for the truth. Nick Green’s tense,
personal drama explores whether the artist or her art defines a
legacy.

“..a powerhouse work about art, music, beauty and the harshness of the truth. It is

both eloquent and elegantly written. Terrific.”
-The Slotkin Letter

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

APR 22 23 24 25
Preview | Preview [ Opening
7:30 7:30 7:30 4:00
26 29 30| MAY1 2
1:30

2:00 P/T 7:30 7:30T |7:30 4:00
DUCHESS 3 T
2:00 P/T 1:30 7:30T |7:30 4:00
10 11 13 14 15 16
PWYC
2:00 P/T|7:30 1:30  [7:30T |7:30  [4:00
Closinw P - Personal Preview T - Talkback
NICK GREEN 200 PWYC - Pay What You Can
SAMANTHA Directed by: Samantha Martinson
MARTINSON Featuring: Mai Abe, Laura Gordon and Andrew May

Single tickets on sale at [414] 278-0765 or online at nextact.org

DINNER WITH THE DUCHESS is supported by Co-Sponsors Margaret Dethloff and Terri Zeh, Mary Jo and Guy McDonald, and
Susan and Howard Schoenfeld




