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WHAT IS THE CHARLES D. KAKUK LEGACY SOCIETY?
AND WHY SHOULD YOU CONSIDER JOINING IT?

By Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager

Named for the late Charles D. Kakuk, long-time Next 
Act Theatre Managing Director, Next Act’s Legacy Society 
recognizes individuals who have made a lasting impact on 
Next Act Theatre through generous planned giving. Bequests 
received from Legacy Society members go towards a long-
term investment fund that will continue to support Next Act’s 
mission to provide intimate and thought-provoking theatre 
to Milwaukee audiences for many years to come.

Legacy Society members receive a variety of benefits, 
including:

•	 Exclusive invitations to behind-the-scenes events, 
including first rehearsal celebrations for each Next Act 
Production

•	 A voucher for 2 free drinks at every Next Act Performance
•	 Your name listed as a member of the Charles D. Kakuk 

Legacy Society in Playbills and on Next Act’s website (if 
you wish)

There are a variety of ways to join the Legacy Society and 
secure the future of Next Act for years to come. A gift could 
be designated in your will, a Charitable Remainder Trust could 
be set up, Next Act could be designated as a life insurance 
beneficiary, or included in other retirement plans. Consider 
joining the Legacy Society today! For more information, 
please reach out to Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager 
at tawnie@nextact.org or via phone at (414) 278-7780, ext. 7.

SPONSORSHIPS ARE STILL AVAILABLE FOR 26-27!

By Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager

Each production at Next Act is sponsored by amazing members of our community that are passionate about the 
arts. The support we receive from our sponsors is the first step to putting each of our productions onto the stage.

Sponsorships come with a variety of perks including:

•	 Invites to behind-the-scenes events
•	 Free tickets to the show you are sponsoring 
•	 Your name listed on the printed materials and signage for your selected show
•	 Verbal recognition from the stage before each performance

If you have an interest in sponsoring one of our 2026-27 productions or you’d like to hear more about sponsorship 
opportunities, please reach out to Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager at tawnie@nextact.org or via phone at 
(414) 278-7780, ext. 7.

By Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager

Charles D. Kakuk.
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SUPPORTED BY

A great irish pub with amazing food - 
right in the Next Act neighborhood!

Free shuttles to Brewers, Bucks, Packers, 
Men’s Marquette Basketball and Men’s 

UWM Basketball games as well as 
Summefest and Irish Fest.

338 S 1st St
Milwaukee, WI 53204

(414)-271-7546
olydias.milwaukee@gmail.com
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TIMES IN NEW YORK
PHOTOGRAPHS OF DOUGLAS KRIMMER (1951 - 2023)

IN MEMORIAM

By Jim Toth, Volunteer Art Coordinator

When I learned that TRAYF was going to be our first play 
of the season, I immediately thought of the NYC photographs 
taken by my late friend Doug Krimmer. I contacted his widow 
Mary and was thrilled that she graciously agreed to loan to 
us large-format prints from the series “Times in New York” 

that Doug printed before his untimely death in 2023.

Doug was raised in West Allis, WI and after graduation from 
high school, he started his own construction company, 
Krimco. He found a second, 25+ year career with the City of 
Milwaukee as a Commercial Code Enforcement Supervisor. 
However, his day jobs never defined him more than his 
passion for photography and the arts in general. Doug’s 
photographic work focused on the streets of New York City 
where he visited as often as he could starting in the early 
90s. As his art practice grew, he became more and more 
involved in the Milwaukee art scene, including opening 
Gallery H2O with several partners, where for over 20 years 
he featured the work of established and up-and-coming 
artists, including the sculpture of one James Toth. After the 
gallery ran its course, Doug focused on his photography 
business, StudioMKE, where he produced high-quality 

prints for many local artisans.

Doug had an eye for the beauty and dignity in the people 
and places so often dismissed or ignored. I am honored to 
share a few of his many, many images as a complement to 

the world of TRAYF.

Note: All of the photographs on display are one-of-one prints and 
are for sale for $200 each. Additional reproductions of this size 
and quality will not be produced. The photographs are printed on 
Hahnemühle Photo Rag, an acid-and-lignin-free, museum-quality 
paper, widely considered a gold standard for archival photography 

and art reproduction.

“Fountain of Youth” by Douglas Krimmer.

Douglas Krimmer.

Come See Doug’s Gallery
Enjoy the art in our lobby 

gallery during the run of TRAYF, 
September 16 through October 

4 from noon to 5 p.m. or before/
after performances.
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PO Box 394
Milwaukee, WI 53201

Box Office 414-278-0765
Administration 414-278-7780
255 S. Water St., Milwaukee, WI 53204
www.nextact.org | Email info@nextact.org

SEASON SPONSORS
PROUD MEMBER

TRAYF is supported by Co-Sponsors Dave Glenn, Sandy Laetdke, and Guy and Mary Jo McDonald

In 1990s New York City, Orthodox Jewish teens and lifelong best 
friends Zalmy and Shmuel are intent on saving the world from behind 
the wheel of their “Mitzvah Tank” van. But when a curious outsider 
deepens Zalmy’s interest in the secular world of rock and roll and 
roller skates, Shmuel will have to do everything in his power to keep 
his and Zalmy’s dreams intact. This road-trip bromance is a funny 
and heartwarming ode to the turbulence of youth, the universal 
suspicion that we don’t quite fit in and the faith and friends that see 
us through.

Directed by: Elyse Edelman
Featuring: A.J. Magoon, Alex Mitchell, Lucas Prizant 
and Rachael Zientek
Single tickets on sale at (414) 278-0765 or online at nextact.org

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
SEPT 16
Preview

7:30

17
Preview

7:30

18
Opening
7:30

19

4:00
20

2:00 P/T

23
1:30
7:30 C 

24

7:30 T

25

7:30

26

4:00
27

2:00 P/T

28
PWYC

7:30

30

1:30

OCT 1

7:30 S/T

2

7:30 A&T

3

4:00
4

Closing
2:00

P - Personal Preview     T - Talkback     C - Open Captioning
S - ASL Interpreted     A&T - Audio Described/Touch Tour

PWYC - Pay What You Can

A Wisconsin Premiere Play!

“Joelle’s writing is so light and graceful, and the pals so endearing, that you quickly 
settle into the swing of their self-contained world.” 

-The Washington Post


