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PHOTO POLICY

Please note: photography and video recording are strictly prohibited during the 
performance. Photos of the stage are not permitted if an actor is present.

Next Act Theatre welcomes you to take photos in the theatre before and after the performance! 
Feel free to capture and share your experience. However, if you are sharing images to social 
media, in addition to tagging Next Act Theatre, we ask you to please credit the production 
designers below:

	 Jeffrey D. Kmiec	 Colin Gawronski	 Bianca Gonzalez
	 Scenic Design	 Lighting Design	 Properties Design

Rabbis and community leaders of the Hasidic and Chabad communities
Josh Richman

The Hatbox Chicago
Crown Judaica Mequon

SPECIAL THANKS
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EAT. DRINK. BE MERRIMENT.

SCRATCH MADE ECLECTIC TAKES ON MODERN COMFORT FOOD

240 E Pittsburgh Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53204
AROUND THE CORNER FROM NEXT ACT THEATRE

Minutes Away ...miles from ordinary!

649 E Erie St, Milwaukee, WI 53202
414-223-0100

ON THE
EXHALE

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT WWW.VANGUARDMKE.COM/TICKETS

BY MARTÍN ZIMMERMAN
STARRING EMILY VITRANO*  DIRECTED BY ANNIKA PEREZ-KRIKORIAN 

*EMILY VITRANO APPEARS THROUGH THE COURTESY OF ACTORS' EQUITY ASSOCIATION, THE UNION OF PROFESSIONAL ACTORS AND STAGE MANAGERS IN THE UNITED STATES.
 

ON THE EXHALE IS PRESENTED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CONCORD THEATRICALS ON BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
WWW.CONCORDTHEATRICALS.COM

VANGUARD MILWAUKEE PRESENTS:

OCTOBER 9TH - 12TH 2026
706 S. 5TH STREET

MILWAUKEE, WI 53204
SCAN FOR MORE INFORMATION

PLANT COLLECTIVE
Shop plants, art and more, 
nestled in Walker’s Point 

and drenched in sun

215 S. 2nd Street Milwaukee, WI 53204
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES – ELYSE EDELMAN

Crown Heights, Brooklyn, 1991. For the young men at the center of TRAYF, this is the center 
of the Jewish world.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher “Rebbe” - spiritual leader of the 
Chabad-Lubavitch Hasidic movement - is something of a rockstar. Thousands gather to hear 
him speak. His talks are taped, memorized, studied and collected. Young men race for the 
chance to be in the room while he prays.

In the decades following the Holocaust, as many American Jews moved toward assimilation, 
the Rebbe offered his followers a different vision. Go out into the world. Become lamplighters. 
Find other Jews and help ignite the Jewish soul already within them. And by 1991, there is a 
real belief that Moshiach - the Messiah - could be coming soon, and that every mitzvah - a good 
deed - could help bring that day closer.

Enter Zalmy and Shmuel.

Two best friends who have been given the keys to a “Mitzvah Tank” - a mobile Jewish outreach 
center in the form of a Hertz RV. They drive around New York looking for other Jews: offering 
men the chance to wrap tefillin, small black leather boxes worn on the arm and head during 
prayer; encouraging women to light candles for Shabbat, the Jewish Sabbath; or finding other 
ways for people to connect with their Judaism. They believe the work they are doing will change 
the world. The Mitzvah Tank is their office, but it’s also their clubhouse.

They are also eighteen. We all remember what it felt like to be eighteen with your best friend - 
your ride-or-die - beside you, driving around in a car, listening to your jams, making each other 
laugh, dreaming of who you might become and imagining your futures side by side.

When I first read TRAYF several years ago, I recognized these people. In different ways, I have 
been them. Playwright Lindsay Joelle authentically - and lovingly - captures this very specific 
world. If at first the suits and beards and yarmulkes make the boys look visually different, what 
remains is something simple and recognizable: two kids trying to figure out who they are and 
what their lives are going to be.

The title TRAYF is a Yiddish word meaning forbidden or unkosher - something outside the 
boundaries of what is allowed. In approaching this production, I became interested in the 
Hebrew word from which trayf derives: terefah. Terefah means “torn.”

That became my way into the play. What happens when the life you have always understood 
as whole - your beliefs, your community, the people you love, the future you have imagined - 
begins to tear in different directions? What becomes visible through the opening?

Two best friends. A Hertz RV. A city full of Jewish souls waiting to be lit. They are living at the 
center of the Jewish world at a moment when history itself might be about to change. And at 
that moment between childhood and adulthood, when anything is possible and everything is 
important, their own worlds could open, too.

This is where TRAYF begins.
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ONE NIGHT ONLY
DECEMBER 21

NEXTACT.ORG | (414) 278-0765 | 255 S WATER ST, MKE

SCAN WITH YOUR 
PHONE FOR TICKETS!

FEATURING TRACY MICHELLE ARNOLD, MAYA DANKS, LEE ERNST, 
DIMONTE HENNING, KYNKADE MCLACHLAN, GABRIEL RODRIGUEZ 

AND MARK ULRICH

A STAGED READING OF
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ACCESSIBILITY

Audio Loop: Our Induction Loop listening system was a gift from longtime supporter Milan 
Racic, honoring his beloved late wife Gordana. Special thanks are also due to Nancy Einhorn 
for her advocacy and support of this project.

T-Coil Listeners: Simply set your hearing device to the Loop setting and enjoy the show.

Conventional Listeners: Check out a receiver and headphone set at the lobby 
Accessibility Cart. The House Manager can instruct you on its use, but here are some 
simple instructions:

The small box has an off-on and volume knob; turn on and adjust for your comfort level. 
You will need to be in the seats to receive the Loop signal.

The box works directionally; that is, it matters which way it is pointing.
•	 In most of our seating, the box works best when held up straight, with the 

volume knob on top, and the flat back pointing toward the stage.
•	 In the front rows, you will get the strongest signal with the box laying flat on 

your leg, with the flat back pointing straight to the floor.

Please ask the House Manager for assistance, if needed. We hope you enjoy the show.

Closed Captioning: Patrons can check out a Caption Companion device at the lobby 
Accessibility Cart for closed captioning at any performance.

Open Captioning: Join us on the second Wednesday Evening of each show for Open 
Captioned performances. Captions will be projected in the theatre for all audience members to 
view. Captions may be seen from anywhere in the theatre.

ASL Interpretation: Join us on the third Thursday of every show for ASL Interpreted 
performances. American Sign Language interpreters will be located at the front of Section 1: 
choose seats in the middle of Section 1, Row B or C for best viewing.

Audio Description/Tour Tours: Join us on the third Friday of every show for Audio 
Description and Touch Tours. 60 minutes before the performance, visually-impaired audience 
members will have an opportunity to touch major pieces of scenery, props and costumes. Then, 
during the play, we are pleased to provide Audio Description of the action of the play through 
personal listening devices that can be checked out from our lobby Accessibility Cart.

Like our Audio Loop devices, our Audio Description devices have an earpiece and an off-on 
and volume knob; turn on and adjust for your comfort level.

Questions about our accessibility initiatives? Please contact Patron Services Manager Gabriela 
Flores at 414-278-7780 x9 or gabriela@nextact.org.

Next Act Theatre has expanded its accessibility offerings for the 2026-27 season.  
Please read below and visit the Accessibility Cart in our lobby for further information or 
to check out accessibility devices.
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An Italian Cafe right in 
your neighborhood. Rich 
espresso, bakery shipped 

from Italy, and something 
new for you to try each 

time you visit.

524 S. 2nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53204

PROUD SUPPORTERS
OF NEXT ACT THEATRE.

16+ tasty craft brews made just around the corner 
for your enjoyment at our Walker's Point Taproom 

Located at 135 E. Pittsburgh Ave. 
Open 7 days a week

(414) 316-9197
135 E. Pittsburgh Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
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LINDSAY JOELLE (Playwright)
Lindsay Joelle writes big-hearted comedies 
about the collision of worldviews, a process 
fueled by fieldwork with insular communities 
across America. Plays include TRAYF 
(Geffen Playhouse, Theater J, etc.) and THE 
GARBOLOGISTS (Philadelphia Theatre 
Company, City Theatre, Northlight Theatre, 
etc.), both published by Dramatists Play 
Service. Her newest play, DALLOWAY: 
FIRST LOVE launched a National New 
Play Network Rolling World Premiere 
at Gloucester Stage and will continue to 
Invisible Theatre, Oregon Contemporary 
Theatre and Amphibian Stage. Lindsay is 
the recipient of the Goldberg Award for 
Graduate Playwriting, Desert Theater League 
Award for Best Original Writing, LA Drama 
Critics Circle Nomination for Best Writing, 
and commissions from Ensemble Studio 
Theatre/Sloan Foundation and Audible’s 
Emerging Playwrights Fund. Alumna of 
Nashville Rep’s Ingram New Works Lab, 
Florida Rep’s PlayLab, PlayPenn, Great 
Plains Theatre Conference, the BMI Musical 
Theater Workshop, Columbia University 
(BA) and Hunter College (MFA). Lindsay 
was recently featured in American Theatre 
magazine’s “Role Call: People to Watch” and 
received a 2026 Artist Grant from the Arts 
Foundation of Tucson and Southern Arizona 
to develop MUD & FIRE: The Pottery Play. 
Lindsayjoelle.com

ELYSE EDELMAN 
(Director, Associate 
Artistic Director)
Elyse works as a freelance 
director and actor 
and proudly serves 
as Associate Artistic 

Director at Next Act Theatre. She has worked 
nationally and locally. Selected credits 
include Next Act Theatre, Forward Theater, 
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, Skylight Music 
Theatre, First Stage, Third Avenue PlayWorks, 
American Players Theatre, Milwaukee Rep, 
Children’s Theater of Madison, Renaissance 

Theaterworks, Door Shakespeare, In Tandem, 
The Guthrie, Children’s Theatre Company, 
Park Square Theatre, Mixed Blood Theatre, 
Bedlam, People’s Center Theatre, Playwrights’ 
Center, Riverside Theatre, Minnesota 
Shakespeare Co. and Utah Shakespeare 
Festival, among others. Elyse is an Advisory 
Company member at Forward Theater and 
serves on the Core Faculty of First Stage’s 
Young Company. Training includes the 
University of Minnesota/Guthrie BFA Actor 
Training Program, Shakespeare’s Globe and 
LISPA. Website: elyseedelman.com

A.J. MAGOON (Zalmy, 
Marketing Director)
A Milwaukee-based 
arts administrator and 
actor, A.J. is excited 
to make his mainstage 
debut at Next Act 

after six years behind the scenes. Milwaukee 
acting credits: Thom Pain in THOM PAIN 
(based on nothing) (Theatre Nervosa); Jason/
Tyrone in HAND TO GOD (Voices Found 
Repertory); Raleigh in LAST TRAIN TO 
NIBROC (Acacia Theatre Company); Polly 
Peachum/et. al. in THE BEGGAR’S OPERA 

B IOGR APHIES

FREE
WINE
POUR
WITH THE PURCHASE OF  AN ENTRÉE

2011 S. 1ST STREET

SHOW THIS TO YOUR
SERVER FOR A
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(Theatre Gigante) and additional work with 
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, Renaissance 
Theaterworks, First Stage, Summit Players 
Theatre, Milwaukee Irish Arts, The Boulevard 
Theatre, The Constructivists, Quasimondo 
Physical Theatre, Bard and Bourbon, Seat of 
Our Pants Readers Theatre, Windfall Theatre 
and Cooperative Performance. A.J. was a 
founding member of Summit Players Theatre 
and held various administrative roles within 
the company for nine years, including four 
years as Executive Director. Love to my family 
and to Caroline – I can’t wait to say “I do,” 
bub. ajmagoon.com

ALEX MITCHELL 
(Shmuel)
Alex is over the moon 
to be making his Next 
Act and Milwaukee 
debut in TRAYF! Raised 
in Colorado, he is a 

recent BFA graduate from the University 
of Minnesota/Guthrie Theatre. Treasured 
regional credits include TWELFTH NIGHT, 
SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (Colorado 
Shakespeare Festival); THE JUNGLE 
(Mixed Blood Theatre); CYMBELINE, 
TWELFTH NIGHT (Kingsmen Shakespeare 
Company); A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 
DREAM, ROMEO & JULIET (Hoosier 
Shakespeare Festival). Upcoming: JOHN 
PROCTOR IS THE VILLAIN (Milwaukee 
Rep). Endless love to his teachers, friends and 
family for their love and support; you are my 
lamplighters forever and always. alexdmitchell.
com IG: @alexdmitchell

LUCAS PRIZANT 
(Jonathan)
Lucas (he/him) is a 
Chicago-based actor 
with a BFA in Acting 
from the University of 
Cincinnati College-

Conservatory of Music. This is his first 
production with Next Act, and he couldn’t be 
more excited! Select Theater Credits: Hal in 

HENRY IV PART ONE (Utah Shakespeare 
Festival); HAMLET, ROMEO & JULIET, A 
MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (Oak 
Park Festival Theatre); Phostumous/Cloten 
in CYMBELINE, TWELFTH NIGHT, 
COMPLETE WORKS OF JANE AUSTEN 
(Theater at Monmouth - Broadway World 
Award: Best Actor in a Play); AS YOU 
LIKE IT, THE COMEDY OF ERRORS, 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 
(Montana Shakespeare in the Parks); LUNGS, 
THE ALIENS (Liberty Exhibition Hall). 
TV/Film: PAPER GIRLS (Amazon Prime), 
CHICAGO FIRE (NBC) and the short 
film SAVE/FACE (Full Spectrum Features). 
VO: Culligan Water, Northern Trust and 
BodyArmor. Lucas is represented by Lily’s 
Talent.

B IOGR APHIES cont.

THANKS TO OUR COOKIE PARTNER

C. ADAM’S BAKERY

SCRATCH-MADE BAKED GOODS 
NOT ONLY AT THE NEXT ACT BAR, 

BUT INSIDE THE MILWAUKEE 
PUBLIC MARKET 

(400 N. WATER ST.)



12 Next Act Theatre

RACHAEL ZIENTEK 
(Leah)
Rachael is so excited 
to be back at Next Act 
Theatre after performing 
in ALMOST, MAINE. 
She is a Wisconsin-based 

actress who has worked with Forward Theater, 
Renaissance Theaterworks, Skylight Music 
Theatre, First Stage, Northern Sky Theater and 
more! She is so excited to be a part of TRAYF. 
Enjoy the show!

CARRIE JOHNS (Stage Manager)
Carrie (she/her) is a Milwaukee-based stage 
manager and theater maker who has worked 
with many local theater companies since 
2018, including: First Stage, Milwaukee 
Chamber Theatre, Kohl’s Wild Theater, 
Summit Players Theatre, Next Act Theatre, 
Optimist Theatre and Cabaret MKE. 
Recent local favorites include: HAMLET, 
MACBETH - Summit Players Theatre; 
LOVABYE DRAGON, THE TEMPEST, 
RIDE THE CYCLONE, GOOSEBUMPS 
THE MUSICAL - First Stage; LAUGHS 
IN SPANISH, OLD WICKED SONGS - 

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre. When not in a 
theater, Carrie also enjoys working as a sailor 
aboard tall ships and telling puns. Big thanks 
to her supportive family and friends.

JEFFREY D. KMIEC (Scenic Designer)
Jeffrey is an award-winning Production 
Designer for theatre and television. His 
designs have been seen on NBC, Apple+, 
Comedy Central and the CW, and on stages 
with Norwegian Cruise Line, Royal Caribbean 
and regionally across the U.S.. Jeffrey received 
his MFA from the University of Virginia, BA 
from Illinois State University and is a member 
of USA 829.

COLIN GAWRONSKI (Lighting Designer)
Colin is a lighting designer native to 
Milwaukee who has worked extensively with 
Danceworks, Inc; Milwaukee Chamber 
Theatre; Sunstone Studios and Black Arts 
MKE/Bronzeville. They have worked with 
other local companies such as Renaissance 
Theaterworks, Milwaukee Ballet, Wildspace, 
Milwaukee Opera Theatre, Studio K 
Flamenco, Aarambh Khatak and In Tandem 
Theatre. Colin has also worked with Theatre 

B IOGR APHIES cont.

SUPPORTED BY

A great irish pub with amazing food - right in the Next Act neighborhood!

Free shuttles to Brewers, Bucks, Packers, Men’s Marquette Basketball and Men’s UWM 
Basketball games as well as Summefest and Irish Fest.

338 S 1st St
Milwaukee, WI 53204

(414)-271-7546
olydias.milwaukee@gmail.com
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B IOGR APHIES cont.

Lila, Third Avenue PlayWorks and Forward 
Theater. Favorite productions include: 
THREE OTHER SISTERS, STEW, OUT 
OF MANY ONE, RUSALKA, ‘NEATH 
THE HILLS OF BASTOGNE, /ˌmaskəˈrād/, 
DUTCHMAN, BLACK NATIVITY, 
SECRETS FROM THE WIDE SKY, THE 
NETHER, A ROOM SHAPED STORY, 
DADDY LONG LEGS, SPALDING GREY: 
STORIES LEFT TO TELL, STORIES 
FROM A LIFE, THE GLASS MENAGERIE, 
SERENDIPITY, BIRDS OF NORTH 
AMERICA, ROMEO AND JULIET: A 
THEATRE LILA INVENTION, LAMPS 
FOR MY FAMILY and VAGABONDARE. 
Give Love Always.

KIM INSTENES (Costume Designer)
Kim works as a freelance costume and makeup 
designer in the Milwaukee/Chicago area. 
This marks her first Next Act production. 
Some professional design credits include: 
SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE CASE 
OF THE JERSEY LILY, DOUBT and 
JEEVES INTERVENES at Milwaukee 
Chamber Theatre; THE GIVER, BIG THE 
MUSICAL and THE SNOW at First Stage; 
ROMEO AND JULIET at Milwaukee 
Shakespeare, as well as work at Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater, Renaissance Theaterworks, 
Utah Shakespeare Festival, Third Avenue 
PlayWorks and Door Shakespeare. She is 
currently on the theatre faculty at Carthage 
College where she has designed NINE THE 
MUSICAL, ANTIGONE and CARRIE THE 
MUSICAL, to name a few. She holds an MFA 
in Costume Design and Technology from 
Ohio University and a BA in Theatre from the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.

BRIAN GRIMM (Sound Designer)
Brian (they/them) is a Wisconsin-based 
multi-instrumentalist, composer and 
performer known for deeply integrating 
sound design with original scores. Selected 
Production Credits: ALMOST, MAINE 
(Next Act Theatre); BUYER & CELLAR 
(Renaissance Theaterworks); MOONLIGHT 

& MAGNOLIAS, RYAN’S PUB: TRIVIA 
NIGHT, STONES IN HIS POCKETS, 
I CARRY YOUR HEART WITH ME, 
BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA (Third 
Avenue PlayWorks); LADY DISDAIN, 
KING JAMES, THE FLYING LOVERS OF 
VITEBSK (cello), THE GARBOLOGISTS, 
THE WANDERERS (Forward Theater); 
CHESAPEAKE, SANDRA, A NUMBER 
(Two Crows Theatre); THE MAGNOLIA 
BALLET (About Face Theatre); SHINSAI 
(American Blues Theater); MARY’S 
WEDDING (Indiana Repertory Theatre); 
TWO MILE HOLLOW, OAK (Phoenix 
Theatre); OAK (Urbanite Theater); 
DREAMLAND, BEFORE THE 19TH, 
SHRAPNEL (ReAct Theatre). @bgcellozone 
GrimmusiK Records www.grimmusik.com

Classical Music 
for More Joy

wpr.org

Listen  now

90.7 FM
MILWAUKEE
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BIANCA GONZALEZ (Properties 
Designer)
Bianca is thrilled to be working with Next 
Act Theatre on this production. She is a Props 
Designer, Carpenter and Scenic Painter from 
Kenosha, Wisconsin. She has worked as Props 
Supervisor for SHE KILLS MONSTERS at 
Case High School in Racine, as well as for 
The Florentine Opera in Milwaukee. Bianca 
has been Props Designer for SANCTUARY 
CITY at Next Act; A VERY DEADLY 
CONSTRUCTIVISTS HOLIDAY for The 
Constructivists; NOISES OFF at Marquette 
University’s theatre department; ROCK OF 
AGES at Metropolis Performing Arts Centre 
in Arlington Heights, IL; L’APPARTEMENT 
at Renaissance Theaterworks; and she has 
been a Prop Assistant to many theatres in the 
Milwaukee area.

JODY HIRSH (Cultural Consultant)
Jody recently retired after nearly 25 years as 
Director of Judaic Education at Milwaukee’s 
Harry & Rose Samson Jewish Community 
Center. He is also a playwright and musician 
and has had productions all over the world 
including Hong Kong, London and Jerusalem. 
His 1989 play SEEING DOUBLE, written 
as part of the writing team with the San 
Francisco Mime Troupe, won an Obie Award 
for best regional theater and his interactive 
play THE GREAT KING HEROD 
MURDER MYSTERY, performed in a citadel 
built by King Herod, was Israel’s longest 
running play. He has provided dramaturgy 
for most of Milwaukee’s professional theaters, 
including two previous productions at Next 
Act Theatre, as well as Milwaukee Rep, 
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, In Tandem 
Theatre and the Milwaukee Ballet; and at 
theaters in other North American cities, 
including Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis and 
Alley Theatre in Houston.

CODY ESTLE (Artistic 
Director)
Cody Estle is the Artistic 
Director of Next Act 
Theatre, a position he 
has held since December 
2022. Previously, he 

served as Artistic Director of Chicago’s Raven 
Theatre, where his work as a producer and 
director earned 18 Jeff Award nominations 
and six wins. During his tenure at Raven, 
he commissioned nine new plays, including 
the world premiere of Philip Dawkins’ THE 
GENTLEMAN CALLER, which won the 
Jeff Award for Best New Play and became 
the second-highest-grossing single ticket 
production in Raven’s history. A director and 
theatre maker drawn to compelling stories 
and dynamic, actor driven work, Cody 
has directed throughout Chicago and the 
Midwest at theatres including Raven Theatre, 
Northlight Theatre, The Weidner, Shattered 
Globe Theatre, Strawdog Theatre, Redtwist 
Theatre, First Floor Theater, Haven Theatre, 
Mary-Arrchie Theatre, Citadel Theatre and 
The Artistic Home. His directing credits 
at Next Act include THE TREASURER, 
CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION 
and SWING STATE. Since joining Next 
Act, Cody has championed a diverse range 
of compelling stories, from contemporary 
American plays to celebrated revivals, while 
building on the theatre’s longstanding 
commitment to thought-provoking work. 
Under his artistic leadership, Next Act 
has produced eight Wisconsin premieres, 
presented a national premiere and 
commissioned its first play. His tenure has also 
included producing THE MOUSETRAP by 
Agatha Christie, which became the highest-
grossing single ticket production in Next Act’s 
history. Cody has been named a “Person to 
Watch” by American Theatre magazine and a 
“Notable Leader in Arts and Entertainment” 
by BizTimes Milwaukee. He is a member 
of the Stage Directors and Choreographers 
Society (SDC) and an alumnus of Columbia 
College Chicago.

B IOGR APHIES cont.
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B IOGR APHIES cont.

LIBBY AMATO 
(Managing Director)
Libby Amato joined Next 
Act Theatre in 2004 as a 
House Manager and has 
worked continually for 
the company in a variety 

of roles, including Ticket Office Attendant, 
Actor, Deck Manager, Administrative 
Coordinator and Business Manager, before 
being promoted to Managing Director in 
2023. Libby has worked extensively in the 
Milwaukee theatre community, including 
as Development Associate for Skylight 
Music Theatre from 2016 to 2018 and as 
Co-Founder and Company Director of 
Umbrella Group Theatre, a small non-profit 
theatre company, from 2014 to 2017. Over 
the years, she has worked with many local 
theatre companies in areas including acting, 
stage managing, directing and teaching. These 
companies include First Stage, Renaissance 
Theaterworks, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, 
Forward Theater, In Tandem Theatre, All In 
Productions and Milwaukee Irish Arts, among 
others. She also made a brief foray outside 
of the arts world to work with Independence 
First, a local non-profit organization serving 
people with disabilities. In addition, Libby 
owns and operates Abbondanza Soap Co., a 
natural soap and body product company. She 
is a graduate of Carroll University.

ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION 
(“Equity”)
Equity, founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor 
union that represents more than 51,000 
professional Actors and Stage Managers. 
Equity fosters the art of live theatre as an 
essential component of society and advances 
the careers of its members by negotiating 
wages, improving working conditions and 
providing a wide range of benefits, including 
health and pension plans. Actors’ Equity is 
a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated 
with FIA, an international organization of 
performing arts unions.

Equity is governed by its own members 
through an elected Council, representing 
principal actors, chorus actors and stage 
managers living in three regions: Eastern, 
Central and Western. Members-at-large 
participate in Equity’s governance through a 
system of regional Boards and Committees. 
Equity has 28 designated area liaison cities 
with over 100 members each.



16 Next Act Theatre

Season Sponsors

Production Sponsors

Co-Sponsors
Dave Glenn

Sandy Laedtke
Guy and Mary Jo McDonald

Media Partner

 
Mission 

Next Act Theatre engages the hearts and minds of audiences with intimate, 
compelling productions intended to stimulate thought, foster the exchange of ideas 

and promote the development of new perspectives and understanding.

CHARLES D. KAKUK LEGACY SOCIETY

The Charles D. Kakuk Legacy Society, named for the late Charles D. Kakuk, long-time 
Next Act Theatre Managing Director, recognizes individuals who have made a lasting 
impact on Next Act Theatre through their generous planned gift. To learn more about 

including Next Act Theatre in your estate planning, please call Tawnie Thompson, 
Development Manager, at 414-278-7780 x7 or email tawnie@nextact.org.

THANK YOU 2026 -27 SEASON SUPPORTERS

George R. Affeldt, Jr.
Anonymous

Bob Balderson
Haly and Michael Besaw

Michael and Ericka Burzynski
Judges John and Jean DiMotto

Dave Glenn
Clifford Heise

Annie Jurczyk
Charles D. Kakuk*
Sandra L. Laedtke

Ross Lloyd
Norm and Sherry Malmon

Paul Mandel and Jane Barclay Mandel*
Sally Marks*
Jan Martin*

Kathy Nusslock
Milan and Gordana Racic*

Marian Weinberg*
Dick and Diane* Wright

Bettie Zillman*

*Bequest Received
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THANK YOU NEXT ACT THEATRE SUPPORTERS

VISIONARIES  
($10,000 and above)

Anonymous (1) 
Bader Philanthropies
Bob Balderson
City of Milwaukee Arts Board
Hon. John and  

Hon. Jean DiMotto
David Glenn
Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation
Herzfeld Foundation
Marianne and Sheldon Lubar
Martin Family Foundation
Donna Martynski
Lori Morse and Rob Gardenier
Ruth Foundation for the Arts
Shubert Foundation
Julia and David Uihlein
Valerie and Gary Zamecnik
Sandra Zingler

INVESTORS ($5,000 
- $9,999)

David and Patricia Anderson
Anonymous (4)
Daniel H. Frankel and  

Sue Bronson  
   Gratitude Fund

Michael and Ericka Burzynski
CAMPAC
Patty Compton
Margaret Dethloff and  

Terri Zeh
Dorothy Inbusch 

Foundation, Inc.
Forest County Potawatomi
Helen and Bert Forster
Harri Hoffmann  

Family Foundation
The Holman Family
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
Sandy Laedtke
Laskin Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Howard and Sue Schoenfeld
Christine Symchych and  

Jim McNulty
Barbara Tays
The Thomas and  

Mary Belle Chatton Fund
William and Janice Godfrey 

Family Foundation Trust
Wisconsin Arts Board

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE 
($1,000 - $4,999)

James and Terri Alioto
Beth Amato
Haly and Michael Besaw
Derin Bjugstad and 

David Paris
Mary Buchel
David Cecsarini and 

Deborah Staples
Clare M. Peters 

Charitable Trust
Ellen and Jerry DeMers
Destination Milwaukee
Dan and Renee Devine
Domnitz and Domnitz, SC
Patrick and Patti Doughman
Sandy Duffy
Elizabeth Elving
Suzan and Jeff Fete
Four Four Foundation
Pam Frautschi
Timothy Frautschi
Gardner Foundation
Judith Goetz
Laura Gordon
Greater Milwaukee 

Association of Realtors  
   Youth Foundation, Inc.

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
	 Briggs and  

   Stratton Fund	
	 Colton Charitable Fund
	 Margo and Sean  

   Huston Fund
	 Judith A. Keyes  

   Family Fund
	 Sempercor Foundation
Edward Hammond
Jami and Joe Hanreddy
Judith and David Hecker
Richard Hoffmann
Richard and Esther Huiting
Valerie Jencks
Mark and Ginny Kannenberg
Donald and Renee Kielich
Jeanne Kornkven
Rachel and Josh Krause
Pam Kriger
Gilbert Krueger
Konrad Kuchenbach
Marilyn Kupka and 

Walt Prouty
Helen Kuzma
Yvonne Larme and 

Harvey Kurtz

LCM Funds Real Estate, LLC
Ross Lloyd
Jody and Christopher Lowe 

Family Charitable Fund
Jane Lukic
Maas Foundation
Sherry and Norm Malmon
Thomas and  

Renee McCutcheon
Guy and Mary Jo McDonald
Joyce Mielke
Annie Jurczyk and Steve Miller
Dermot More O’Ferrall
Sally Mrkvicka and 

Peter Stoddard
Barb and Chuck Murphy
Moriah Pierce
Miriam Colton and 

Holly Rehberg
Susan Riedel
Anna and Dan Robbins
Marianne and  

Matthew Robbins
Deanne Robison
John and Pamela Shefchik
Virgil Smoots
Dr. Mark and Nancy Smuckler 
Jane Stoltz
Greg and Lynn Strowig
Way and  

Jacquelyn Thompson, Jr.
David and Cheryl Walker
Donna and Jerry Walsh
Sue Wells
Dick and Diane Wright 

Charitable Fund

DIRECTORS ($500 - $999)
Anonymous (1)
Jayne Ayers
Mary and Larry Bandor
Barbara J. Becker
Daniel Blinka
William and Barbara Boles
Jill Broekhuizen
Kathi Campbell
Angela Carollo and 

Peter Layde
Philippa Claude
John and Mary Jo Coffee
Thomas Deimel
Steven R. and  

Elizabeth Bellis Duback
Kent and Kathy Ehley
Amy Giampetroni and 

Joe Wendelberger

Generously giving since September of 2026.
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THANK YOU NEXT ACT THEATRE SUPPORTERS 

Linda Gorens-Levey
Norman and Daryl Grier
Richard Hemenway and  

Jill Bibler
Cathy Jakicic
Hilarie and James Kane
David Jacob and  

John Kannenberg
Noreen and Gary Killian
Roberta and Dennis Kmiec
Neil and Kathleen Knutsen
Lilane Koehn Mace
Sarah and Milt Hwang
James and Diane Kuntzelman
Patricia Lombardo
Kurt and Kristi Magoon
John Mahony and 

Evelyn Burdick
Lee Marquardt
David McIntosh and 

Donna Genzmer
Cody Estle and  

Bryan Morandi
Dwight and Marleen Morgan
Muehlbauer Melodi 

Giving Fund
Kathy Nusslock
Jane O’Connell
Gregory and Holly Orlowski
Joyce Pabst
Dennis and Becky Pelzek
Janet and Randy Peterson
Diana and Richard Pine
Al and Carol Pohl
Carole and Dave Pucely
Reinhart Boerner  

Van Deuren, SC
Susan and Michael Schall
Annemarie and  

William Scobey-Polacheck
Pamela Seccombe
Greg and Kelsey Soya
John Surber and 

Bobbi Corrigan
Jane Svinicki
Susan E. Watson
Bill and Gwen Werner
Marilyn White
Scott Wilke
Norm and Prati Wojtal
Wilfred Wollner, Jr.

LEADING ACTORS 
($250 - $499)

Libby Amato
Anonymous (4)
Michael and Susie Bauer

Dr. F. Martin Brutvan
Laurie and Peter Byrne
Sally and Chet Celenza
Jane and Steve Chernof
Eric and Jeanne Christiansen
Kathryn and Kelly Clark
Nat and Laura Coffman
Catherine and  

Mario Costantini
Karen and Robert Dean
Dixie and Rick Deines
Shawn Duffy
James and Susan Fergus
Ginny Finn
Mike Fischer
Sarah Ford and 

Randall Klumb
Carol Grundman
Gloria and Paul Halverson
Tracy Harrington
Zoe Higgins
Dolores Holman
Pauline and Thomas Jeffers
Mary Kay Jiricka
Michele Kenner
Ann and Terry Krueger
Avrum Lank
Jim and Teri Larson
Herbert Zien and 

Elizabeth Levins
Vada Lindsey
Greg and Sue Lochen
Lois Malawsky
Chuck and Cindy Meyer
Debra Miller
Ann Murphy
Robert and Theresa Muselman
Donna Neal
Kathrine and Paul Noran
Jean Novy
Oberhofer Family 

Giving Fund
Christine Radiske and 

Herbert Quigley
Richard and Donna Reinardy
Lynn Rix
Billi Dawn and  

Chris Schoggen
Amanda Schomburg
Scott Shulick
Les and Marcia Singer
Paul and Donna Tanzer
Nancy Tawney
Vicky and David Unruh
Jim and Joanne Wesp
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Williams

Penny Williams and 
Paul Noack

Ted and Ann Zess

SUPPORTING ACTORS 
($100 - $249)

George Affeldt
Paul and June Ambro
Anonymous (5)
Richard Antonacci
Cynthia Barczak
Dr. Richard and  

Mrs. Diana Barthel
Jerrold Belland
Julie and William Bonnell
Pamela Booth
Daniel and Janet Brophey
Marie and Robert Bucholtz
Roland Buhler
Mary and Rick Burbey
Neal and  

Carla Butenhoff Fund
Marie Campos
Judi and Chris Collins
Lucy Czech
Michael Houle and 

Thomas Darrow
Barbara Davis
Peter and Elizabeth Dietz
Robert Dittmer and 

Jon Pansky
Carol Z. Dolphin
Donius-Kosidowski 

Charitable Fund
Tawnie Thompson and  

Ethan Eichstedt-Anderson
David S. Flores
Cheri Franch
Charles and Juliet Gorsuch
Reed and Nancy Groethe
Duane Haas
Jim Guy
Cary and Karen Henson
Robert Hirschi
Housiaux Family Fund
Darryl Huennekens
Tina Itson
Jewish Community Fund
	 Joan and Robert Klein  

   Donor Advised Fund
	 Marshall Zarem Donor  

   Advised Fund
David Johnson
Jim Toth and Karen Johnson
Reagan Joy
Richard and Diane Kane
Jack Kastelic
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Bill and Judy Kay
Tessa Kegel-McCullough
Edward Kelly
Gontran and  

Demaris Kenwood
Joe Kmoch
Elizabeth Kocol
Kent and Lori Korek
Anne Kumor
Dane and Dana LaFontsee
Dale and Barbara Lenz
Ronald and Peggy Leonhardt
Lloyd and Sheri Levin
Efrat Livny
Gordon and Alicia Lugauer 
Sue and Mark Lyday
Kathleen and  

Kenneth Maciolek
Rob Maher
Jeff Martinka
Dr. Randy and  

Karen Mathewson
Tom and Audrey McCarey
Cody McCullough
Elaine McDermott
Maureen Meyer
June Moberly
Kathleen Mollica
Tom Nicholas
A.J. Magoon and 

Caroline Norton
John Oberwetter
Brian O’Day
Leanne Olson
Kari Gunderson and 

Ronald Oshima
Sandra and Jim Pape
John Peters
Jill Anna Ponasik and 

William Bradley
Lynn Preston and Craig Petros
Keith Prochnow 
Elaine Reis
Jennifer Rupp
Robert Schellhammer and  

Maureen Holt
Amy and Joe Silvers
Jack Simpson
Dr. Marilyn R. Smits
Kathy and Wayne Sojkowski
Rachel Sommer
Gilbert Southwell III
Eileen and George Stone
Elaine Strite and John Viste
Hable and Tanner
Gina and John Taucher
Charles and Barbara Taylor

Amelia Toomey
James Toth and Karen Johnson
Phyllis Tubesing
Jim and Kathie Vint
Andrew Volkoff
Margaret Ward
Catherine and  

Bill Washabaugh
Phyllis Wax
Sue and Dennis Webb
John Weber
Bailey Wegner
Marie Weiss
Carole Wenerowicz
Gretchen La Budde and 

Michael Whaley
Hazel Wheaton
Margaret Wilber
Earl Potter and Lani Williams

JOURNEYMEN ($25 - $99)
Daniel Abrahamson
Jeana Abromeit
Anonymous (13)
Jerry and Gail Baccetti
Ms. Diane M. S. Barton
Thomas J. Basting, Sr.
Kaila and Rick Bingen
Mr. and Mrs. John and  

Rose Brandl
T. and Kathy Brengosz
Cheri and Tom Briscoe
Joy Brubaker 
Paul Byrne
Diane and Jeff Carlin-Bartel
Flora Coker
Kevin and Cindy Connell
Barbara Corning and 

John Koeppen
Teresa Coronado
Dan and Kris Cunningham
Kenneth Curtis
Diane Dalton
Chris and Dennis Damon
Lynda Di Pierro
Cynthia DiCamelli
Robin Ahrens
Scott Downey
Diane and Jeff Edwards
David and Judith Eklund
Melissa Elsmo
Teresa Esser
Russel Evans
Lupe Ugent-Ewert and 

Andrew Alan Ewert
Miriam and Rick Falk
Mark and Mary Flagg

Susan Foley
Judy Ganzke
Ralph and Paula Garcia
Howard Goldstein
Lisa and Jeff Gorelick
Joseph Grafwallner
David and Kelly Guthery
Rachel Hafemann
Rita Hale
Mandy Haley
Winifred Hammermeister
David Hanig
Deborah Hankel
Ken and Dana Hartenstein 
Steve and Joan Hay
Maria Hegemann
Jeanne Heinen
Nona Hill and Clark Johnson
Mary Isbister
John Kannenberg and 

Dave Jacob
Ina Johnson
Debra Jupka
Kery and Russ Kafka
Dr. Michael N. and 

Cindy Katzoff
Lee Ann and  

William Kingston
Robert Klitzke and 

Jeanette Jossi
Caleb Kopp
Jack and Eileen Laffey
Cecile and Russ Langford
Barbara Leigh
Bob Leinss
Sally Lemke
David and Deborah Lenz
Mary E. Long
Robin Luther
Judy Martel
Robin and Tom Martin
Victoria McCandless
Catherine and  

Patrick McGinn
The Mitchell Family 
Bruce Murphy and 

Rose Balistreri
Judy Newland
Alex Ng and Carol Julin
Kathryn O’Keefe
Linda and Thomas Phillips
Susan Pritchard
Linda Roethlisberger and 

Dennis Hennessey
Renee Rudolph
LindaGale Sampson
Terri Sarris
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Nancy Satola
Jane Savage and Joshua Persik
John Schmoller
Ted Schulte
Beth and Kevin Schumacher
Mistre Scribner
Kathleen Scullin
Kevin Soucie
Susan Stearns
Jason and  

Dori Frankel Steigman

LeRoy Stoner
Tom and Linda Streifender
John Stubbs
Laura Sutherland 
William Swendson
Diane Thomas
Lynn Tolcott
Andrew Wadsworth
Mark and Yvonne Wagner
Diana and Peter Wellinghoff
Dawn Wenszell

Kenneth Wodtke
William Wolf
Tom and Aimee Wozniak
Lori Wucherer
Helen and Michael Zeal

TR IBUTE G IF TS

In honor of Libby Amato
	 James Moore
In honor of Mary Buchel
	 Kate Salsbury
In honor of David Cecsarini
	 Joyce Mielke
In honor of Elyse Edelman
	 Ann Murphy
In honor of Evan William 

Jaeger
	    Linda Englert Jaeger
In memory of John Kishline
	 Flora Coker
	 Cate Deicher and  

   Clark Kaufmann
	 Paul Dickinson

	 Michael Evans and  
   Christine Yündem

	 Marianne and  
   Sheldon Lubar

	 Jacki Lyden and  
   William O’Leary

In honor of A.J. Magoon
	 Milton and Sarah Hwang
In honor of Brian Mani
	 Wendy G. Hill
In memory of Marleen 

Morgan
	    Jacqueline Haessly
In honor of Skip and Ildy 

Poliner 
	    Jessica Poliner

In memory of Gary T. Smith
	 Sarah Fisher
In memory of Jonathan 

Smoots
	    Jami and Joe Hanreddy
	    Jane Barclay Mandel and  

      Paul Mandel
	    Jennifer Rupp
	    Tony Smoots
In honor of Trevor Wetselaar
	 Janet Wetselaar
In honor of Ed Whitehead
	 Sandra Whitehead
In honor of Christine Yündem
	 Kathleen Beaver

Carrier Global International
Fiserv

Home Depot Foundation
Johnson Controls Foundation

Robert W. Baird & Co.
Rockwell Automation

Check with your Human Resources department and find out if they will match your donation, doubling 
the impact of your gift.

THANK YOU FOR MATCHING YOUR EMPLOYEES’ AND RETIREES’ DONATIONS!

We are grateful to ALL our donors. Your generosity makes a tremendous difference in our ability 
to provide artistic and educational programming to the greater Milwaukee community. We make 
every effort to keep this list accurate. Should you find an error, please accept our apologies and call 
Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager, at 414-278-7780 x7 or email tawnie@nextact.org to 
make any corrections.
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Want to have a bigger impact?

SPONSOR 
A SHOW

in our 2026-27 season!
There are still sponsorship 

opportunities for all remaining 
26-27 shows. Make a difference 

and enjoy recognition!

For more information or to get started, contact Development Manager Tawnie Thompson
tawnie@nextact.org | (414) 278-7780, ext. 7.

It’s not too late to buy

SEASON TICKETS
for the rest of our 2026-27 season!

Buy Fixed Subscriptions or Flex Passes
Keep your seats, schedule with ease and enjoy discounts

Join the Season Ticketholder community!

nextact.org | (414) 278-0765
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FOR YOUR INFOR M ATION

FOOD AND BEVERAGES – Drinks may be taken into the theatre, but food is not permitted.

LATECOMER POLICY – Latecomers will not be seated until an appropriate time. Seating will 
not be permitted 30 minutes after the start of a performance. If you are running late, please call 
the Ticket Office at 414-278-0765.

TICKET EXCHANGES – Subscribers may exchange their tickets, without fee, up to 48 hours 
prior to the performance (price adjustments may apply). Single ticket buyers may exchange their 
tickets for a fee of $5 per ticket up to 48 hours prior.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES – Photography and videography of any kind are prohibited during 
this performance. Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices.

DISCOUNTS – Seniors, educators, veterans and active service members receive a $5 discount 
per ticket on advance sales. Students receive a ticket rate of $16 plus fees for all performances. 
Individuals may also purchase half-price rush tickets one half-hour prior to curtain, based on 
availability.

GROUP DISCOUNTS – Groups of 10 or more receive a discount of 20 percent. To book 
groups, contact Patron Services Manager Gabriela Flores at 414-278-7780 x9.

Officers
	 John Dimotto....................................................................................... President
	 Haly Besaw................................................................................... Vice President
	 Derin Bjugstad......................................................................................Secretary
	 David Anderson t.................................................................................. Treasurer

Directors

 t = Past Board President

Terri Alioto
Libby Amato, ex officio

Renee Devine
Elizabeth Elving

Cody Estle, ex officio
Anna Fig

Cathryn Jakicic t

Jane Lukic
Donna Martynski

Moriah Pierce
Marianne Robbins
Deanne L. Robison

Susan Schoenfeld
Barbara Tays

Andrew Volkoff
Sandy Zingler

NEXT ACT BOARD OF D IRECTORS
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SMART
CARD
SEE MORE. EXPERIENCE MORE.
SUPPORT THE ARTS.

BUY-ONE-GET-ONE TICKET OFFERS &
DINING DISCOUNTS FOR GIFTS OF $150+

FOR GIVING LEVELS
& BENEFIT DETAILS

SCAN CODE OR VISIT SMARTCARD.UPAF.ORG

BOSWELL by Marie Kohler at Next Act Theatre. Madeline Calais-King, Brian Mani. Photo by Michael Brosilow.



WORLD PREMIERE
DECEMBER 2 - 20

NEXTACT.ORG | (414) 278-0765 | 255 S WATER ST, MKE

SCAN WITH 
YOUR PHONE 
FOR TICKETS!

The uniquely American story of a death-defying entertainment 
empire: The Ringling Brothers Circus.

Featuring Karen Estrada, Laura Gordon, Brian Mani, Molly 
Rhode, Kat Wodtke and Sarah Zapiain


