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Laura Gordon*.............................................................................................................Margaret
Mai Abe............................................................................................................................. Helen
Andrew May*....................................................................................................................David

Understudies
Margaret – Leslie Fitzwater, Helen – Heather David, David – Scott Howland

Understudy will not substitute for listed player unless a specific
announcement is made at the time of the performance.

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association

THE CAST

TIME:  
Present Day.

The play will be performed without intermission.

Assistant Director....................................................................................................Laura Kloser
Assistant Sound Designer................................................................................Martilia Marechal
Production and Facility Manager......................................................................Katie Anderson
Calling/Assistant Stage Manager............................................................................Star Howard
Assistant Stage Manager ...................................................................................... Hope Jackson
Technical Directors..........................................................................Aaron Sewell, Steve Watson
Wardrobe Manager............................................................................................Shelby Kaishian
Scenic Artist...............................................................................................................Carri Dahl
Light Board Operator..............................................................................................Nicole Wolf
Lighting Technicians................................................................. Isaac “Izzi” Brust, Merit Glover,  

Rollie Layman, Beck Trumbull, Kira Neighbors
Scenic Carpenters............................................ Aaron Sewell, Rollie Layman, Jude Langhammer

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF

Artistic Associate..................................................................................................Elyse Edelman
Administrative Volunteer.................................................................................. Thomas Darrow
Marketing Director.................................................................................................A.J. Magoon
Marketing Intern.............................................................................................. Khalid Rodgers+

Patron Services Manager....................................................................................... Wyatt Meyer
Administrative and Artistic Manager...............................................................Caroline Norton
Development Manager...................................................................................Tawnie Thompson
Volunteer Art Coordinator............................................................................................Jim Toth
Ticket Office Staff............................ Jennifer Averitt-Zweber, Audwin Short, Christine Yündem
House Management Staff............................Kaylene Howard, Ariana Manghera, Audwin Short,

Barbara Slagter, Elisebeth Sparks, Matthew Torkilsen

+Participant in Next Act Theatre’s Inclusion, Equity and Opportunity Internship

ADDITIONAL NEXT ACT THEATRE STAFF
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PHOTO POLICY

Please note: photography and video recording are strictly prohibited during the 
performance. Photos of the stage are not permitted if an actor is present.

Next Act Theatre welcomes you to take photos in the theatre before and after the performance! 
Feel free to capture and share your experience. However, if you are sharing images to social 
media, in addition to tagging Next Act Theatre, we ask you to please credit the production 
designers below:

	 Lisa Schlenker	 Maaz Ahmed	 Abbey Pitchford
	 Scenic Design	 Lighting Design	 Properties Design

Creative Enterprises 
Honeypie

Mary
Kelsey Soya and McCarey Art Conservation LLC

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre
Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra

Sara Risley
Maggie Ray and Scrapyard Upholstery

Greg Silver
Tenuta’s Italian Restaurant

Ashley and Shannon of Wilson Creek Pottery

SPECIAL THANKS

A four-week ensemble theatre 
experience for advanced high 
school artists, creating work from 
stories across Milwaukee. 

Core Program: July 6 – July 31
Public Performance: August 1
Tour Week: August 3 – 7

R e a d y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s t e p ?
NEXT ACTORS: THE INTERVIEW PROJECT

You can devise.
You can perform.
Or you can do both.

This program is completely free for 
participants. We are proud to offer it 
that way.

Interested—or just curious if this 
program might be right for you? 

Please contact:
Elyse Edelman at elyse@nextact.org
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SAVE THE DATE!

thursday, may 21  
5 pm - 9 pm  
the ivy house
906 s barclay st 

milwaukee, wi 53204

support next act theatre’s artistic and educational programming 
AT our AnnuAl funDrAiSing gAlA.

join us in honoring outstanding patron and sponsor
bob bAlDErSon

for his years of patronage and support.

take in the grEATEST EnTErTAinmEnT on EArTH provided by some of 
your favorite milwaukee artists. step right up to bid on live and silent 

auction packages in a program emceed by ringmASTEr Doug jArEcki. 
enjoy a catered sit-down dinner.

TIckETS ArE noW on SAlE!
scan the Qr code , call (414) 278-0765 
or visit nextact.org to buy yours.

GENEROUSLY Sponsored by:
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES – SAMANTHA MARTINSON

What is the cost of pursuing excellence? When our identity is intertwined with our craft, can 
we ever separate the two? And when confronted with our own reflection, do we accept it, 
reshape it, or turn away?

Nick Green’s DINNER WITH THE DUCHESS frames these questions through the life of a 
brilliant, complicated artist, in turn inviting all of us to reflect on our relationship to passion, 
identity and legacy. Told through a distinctly feminine lens, the play considers how gender 
complicates and heightens the interconnectedness between authenticity and vulnerability. Over 
the course of an evening, a singular conversation between two women with two different world 
views explodes into a critical exploration of the beauty of artistic mastery–and the complicated 
systems that shape who thrives and suffers within it. 

This play resists resolution and, frankly, I love it for that. Both intimate and expansive, the 
women’s unique perspectives ultimately bring to light more questions than answers. But 
within these questions, the story offers us space and opportunity to listen more deeply to the 
complicated music of our own lives.

SUPPORTED BY

A great irish pub with amazing food - 
right in the Next Act neighborhood!

Free shuttles to Brewers, Bucks, Packers, 
Men’s Marquette Basketball and Men’s 

UWM Basketball games as well as 
Summefest and Irish Fest.

338 S 1st St
Milwaukee, WI 53204

(414)-271-7546
olydias.milwaukee@gmail.com

An Italian Cafe right in 
your neighborhood. Rich 
espresso, bakery shipped 

from Italy, and something 
new for you to try each 

time you visit.

524 S. 2nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53204
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Follow along 
at MYSO.org

Inspiring young minds
through music

Located in Spring Green.

David Daniel & Marcus Truschinski in A Number (2025) 
Photo: Hannah Jo Anderson

Winter Theatre in a
Summer Town. 

www.TwoCrowsTheatreCompany.org

Spring Green, WI

POTTERYwilsoncreek

handmade 

dishwasher 
safe 

  
local  

open daily 
10-6 wilsoncreekpottery.com

For inquires, please:
Email kelsey.j.m.soya@gmail.com

Call (414) 293-2582 

Owned and operated by 
Kelsey McCarey Soya and 
based in Milwaukee, WI.

Special thanks from Next Act to:
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AUDIO LOOP INSTRUCTIONS

T-Coil Listeners: Simply set your hearing device to the Loop setting and 
enjoy the show.

Conventional Listeners: Check out a receiver and headphone set at the 
Concessions Counter. The House Manager can instruct you on its use, but 
here are some simple instructions.

Like a transistor radio, the small box has an off-on and volume knob; turn on and adjust for 
your comfort level. You will need to be in the seats to receive the Loop signal.

The box works directionally; that is, it matters which way it is pointing.

•	 In most of our seating, the box works best when held up straight, with the 
volume knob on top, and the flat back pointing toward the stage.

•	 In the front rows, you will get the strongest signal with the box laying flat on your 
leg, with the flat back pointing straight to the floor.

Please ask the House Manager for assistance, if needed. We hope you enjoy the show.

Our Induction Loop listening system was a gift from longtime supporter Milan Racic, honoring 
his beloved late wife Gordana. Special thanks are also due to Nancy Einhorn for her advocacy 
and support of this project.

THANKS TO OUR COOKIE PARTNER

C. ADAM’S BAKERY

SCRATCH-MADE BAKED GOODS 
NOT ONLY AT THE NEXT ACT BAR, 

BUT INSIDE THE MILWAUKEE 
PUBLIC MARKET 

(400 N. WATER ST.)

Classical Music 
for More Joy

wpr.org

Listen  now

90.7 FM
MILWAUKEE
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PROUD SUPPORTERS
OF NEXT ACT THEATRE.

16+ tasty craft brews made just around the corner 
for your enjoyment at our Walker's Point Taproom 

Located at 135 E. Pittsburgh Ave. 
Open 7 days a week

(414) 316-9197
135 E. Pittsburgh Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
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NICK GREEN (Playwright)
Nick is a Dora Award-winning playwright 
from Toronto. After premiering at the 
Stratford Festival of Canada in 2023, his play 
CASEY AND DIANA, which will be playing 
at American Players Theatre later this year, has 
had productions in 13 cities across Canada 
and the United States. Other credits include 
DINNER WITH THE DUCHESS (Crow’s 
Theatre, Next Stage Theater); IN REAL LIFE 
(book, Theatre Sheridan); EVERY DAY SHE 
ROSE (Nightwood Theatre, Black Theatre 
Workshop, ZeeZee Theatre); DR. SILVER 
(book, South Coast Repertory - Pacific 
Playwrights); BODY POLITIC (Buddies in 
Bad Times Theatre, winner of Dora Mavor 
Moore Award for Outstanding New Play); 
and POOF! THE MUSICAL (book, Capitol 
Theatre).

SAMANTHA 
MARTINSON 
(Director)
Samantha is a Midwest-
based director. Select 
directing credits: IT’S A 
WONDERFUL LIFE: 

LIVE FROM DOOR COUNTY, Third 
Avenue PlayWorks (upcoming); SANDRA, 
Two Crows Theatre Company; GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS, Door Shakespeare; 
GLORIA, University of MN, BFA; SHE 
KILLS MONSTERS, First Stage; FML: 
HOW CARSON MCCULLERS SAVED 
MY LIFE, Carthage College; THE WOLVES, 
Marquette University; ‘NEATH THE 
HILLS OF BASTOGNE, Sunstone Studios 
MKE; THE TEMPEST, Mad Rogues. Select 
staged readings: CASEY AND DIANA, 
American Players Theatre; ESCAPEGOAT, 
Jungle Theater. Select assistant directing: 
RING ROUND THE MOON, American 
Players Theatre; A YEAR WITH FROG 
AND TOAD, Children’s Theatre Company; 
ARTEMISIA, Forward Theater. Samantha 
is the Festival Producer for World Premiere 
Wisconsin, a yearlong statewide new works 
festival celebrating new plays and musicals. 

She has worked on the administrative 
and artistic staff with Playwrights’ Center, 
American Players Theatre, Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater, Milwaukee Chamber 
Theatre, Door Shakespeare, Milwaukee 
Ballet and First Stage. Kennedy Center 
Directing Intensive alumni. For MC and JS. 
samanthamartinson.com

LAURA GORDON 
(Margaret)
A Milwaukee-based actor 
and director, Laura is 
pleased to return to Next 
Act, where her credits 
include RECKLESS 

(the very first Next Act show!), AND A 
NIGHTINGALE SANG, EVELYN AND 
THE POLKA KING and GOING TO 
ST. IVES. Her work has been seen at the 
Milwaukee Rep, Renaissance Theaterworks, 
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, Forward 

B IOGR APHIES

Special thanks from Next Act to:

Honeypie Cafe & Bakeshop

handcrafted food
from

Wisconsin 
ingredients

bREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER AND

SO
MUCH 
PIE!

2569 S Kinnickinnic Ave, Bay View
www.honeypiecafe.com
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Theater, Third Avenue PlayWorks, Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park, Baltimore Center Stage 
and Santa Cruz Shakespeare, among others. 
Favorite roles include Martha in WHO’S 
AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?, Prospero 
in THE TEMPEST, the Stage Manager 
in OUR TOWN and Margie in GOOD 
PEOPLE. A member of SDC and Actors 
Equity Association, she received her MFA in 
Acting from the University of Iowa and is a 
Lunt-Fontanne Fellow.

MAI ABE (Helen)
Mai (she/her) is delighted 
to be making her 
Next Act Theatre and 
Milwaukee debut! Based 
in Oakland, CA, favorite 
past credits include Little 

Red in INTO THE WOODS (Santa Cruz 
Shakespeare), Marcy Park in THE 25TH 
ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING 
BEE (TheatreWorks Silicon Valley) and 
Daphne in THE GODS OF COMEDY (The 
Pear Theatre). It’s her first time in Milwaukee, 
so she welcomes any outdoor adventure and 
museum recommendations! With endless love 
and gratitude to Jade and Dilla.

ANDREW MAY 
(David)
This is Andrew’s debut at 
Next Act. Other credits 
include the Broadway 
National Tour of WAR 
HORSE, Guthrie 

Theater, Williamstown Theatre Festival, Pearl 
Theater, Milwaukee Repertory Theater (six 
seasons), Great Lakes Theater (nine seasons), 
Utah Shakespeare Festival (three seasons), 
Idaho Shakespeare Festival (five seasons), 
Studio Theatre DC, Cincinnati Playhouse 
In The Park, Barrington Stage Company, 
Goodman Theatre, Cleveland Play House 
(six seasons), City Theater Company (four 
seasons) and many more. Film and television 
credits include STRIKING DISTANCE, 
BIG LOVE, 227, DUET, BABE RUTH and 
WHAT SHE DOESN’T KNOW.

NAT GOELLER (Stage Manager)
Nat (they/them) is incredibly proud to be 
a Milwaukee-based stage manager. Their 
commitment to the bit has granted them 
the opportunity to wear many hats, but 
their favorite hat will always be a story-
teller. Select previous credits at Next Act 
include SWING STATE (SM), BOSWELL 
(SM), SANCTUARY CITY (SM), CIRCLE 
MIRROR TRANSFORMATION (SM), 
THE CHILDREN (SM) and THE 
ELABORATE ENTRANCE OF CHAD 
DEITY (SM). Other worlds Nat has worked 
with include Door Shakespeare, Renaissance 
Theaterworks, Black Arts MKE, She/Her 
Productions, Summit Players Theatre, Kohl’s 
Wild Theater, Waukesha Civic Theatre, 
Princeton University Festival and Carroll 
University. They would like to recognize 
Celeste, Francisco and Emilio for keeping the 
good times rolling.

B IOGR APHIES cont.

@scrapyard_upholstery

commercial  -  residential
hospitality  -  automotive
commercial  -  residential
hospitality  -  automotive

Scrapyard
Upholstery
Scrapyard
Upholstery

custom upholstery servicescustom upholstery services

scrapyard.upholstery@gmail.com 
for quotes or questions

scrapyard.upholstery@gmail.com 
for quotes or questions
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LISA SCHLENKER (Scenic Designer)
Ms. Schlenker is delighted to return to Next 
Act to explore these complicated characters 
with such a smart and wonderful group of 
collaborators. By day, Lisa serves Northern 
Sky Theater as Resident Scenic Designer and 
Production Manager, telling stories in the 
north woods of Wisconsin. For over three 
decades, Lisa has devoted time and passion 
to advancing skills in prop making, scenic 
design and production management. A proud 
member of United Scenic Artists Local 829 
IATSE, the Production Managers Forum and 
the Society of Prop Managers, Lisa’s book 
with co-author Sandra Strawn, The Properties 
Director’s Tool Kit, is available through Focal 
Press and on Amazon.com. Her scene design 
work can be glimpsed from time to time on 
stages including Northern Sky, Renaissance 
Theaterworks, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, 
First Stage, Florentine Opera, Milwaukee 

Opera Theatre, Third Avenue PlayWorks, 
Milwaukee Rep, Forward Theater and Opera 
Lafayette. Thanks for coming out to support 
live local theater!

MAAZ AHMED (Lighting Designer)
Maaz is so glad to be back in the Midwest 
to hang out with the good folks as Next 
Act! They are a newly-NYC-based Lighting 
Designer and work as an Associate Lighting 
Designer with Studio RRD. They made 
their Broadway debut earlier this year as 
the Lighting Design Fellow on Manhattan 
Theatre Club’s production of BUG, designed 
by Heather Gilbert. Additionally, Maaz served 
as the Lighting Supervisor at Williamstown 
Theatre Festival in 2025 and as the Assistant 
Lighting and Sound Director at the 
Milwaukee Repertory Theatre in the 24-25 
season. Regional credits include PRIMARY 
TRUST (Forward Theater Company); 

B IOGR APHIES cont.
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B IOGR APHIES cont.

I AM MY OWN WIFE, TOPDOG/
UNDERDOG, CLYDE’S (Milwaukee 
Chamber Theatre); AIN’T MISBEHAVIN’, 
THE LAST FIVE YEARS (Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater); and CIRCLE MIRROR 
TRANSFORMATION, THE ELABORATE 
ENTRANCE OF CHAD DEITY, KILL 
MOVE PARADISE (Next Act Theatre). 
They’d like to thank YOU for being a patron 
of live arts! www.maazahmedLX.com.

RACHEL LARITZ (Costume Designer)
Rachel is thrilled to be joining Next Act 
for the fourth time after a brief hiatus. 
Her previous designs here include 
MOTHERHOOD OUT LOUD, SYLVIA 
and FOUR PLACES. She is delighted to 
be joining this fabulous team of friends and 
collaborators. Rachel has designed costumes 
for over 100 productions locally, nationally 
and internationally at a variety of regional and 
Off-Broadway theaters as well as for television 
and commercials. She lives outside of Chicago 
with her husband and stepson and sells 
vintage clothing on Etsy through her shop, 
RaLaVintage.

ANDRE PLUESS (Sound Designer)
Broadway credits: GOOD NIGHT, OSCAR 
(Belasco); THE MINUTES (Studio 54); 
33 VARIATIONS (Eugene O’Neill); I 
AM MY OWN WIFE (Lyceum) and 
METAMORPHOSES (Circle in the Square); 
as well as the World Premiere of THE 
CLEAN HOUSE (Yale Repertory/Lincoln 
Center.) Based in Chicago, he’s worked 
frequently with Northlight, Goodman, 
Steppenwolf, Court, Chicago Shakespeare, 
TimeLine and Lookingglass, where he is an 
ensemble member.  Regional credits include 
multiple productions with the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, Center Theatre Group, 
Yale Repertory, McCarter Theatre, Berkeley 
Repertory, Williamstown Theatre Festival, 
La Jolla Playhouse, Huntington Theatre and 
South Coast Repertory.

ABBEY PITCHFORD (Properties 
Designer)
Abbey is honored to be back at Next Act 
this season! Most recent credits include 
the Fireside Dinner Theatre’s 2025 Season 
(Props Design), FREUD’S LAST SESSION 
(Scenic Paint /Props Design - Acacia Theatre), 
SCARECROW and GOD’S SPIES (Props 
Design - Next Act). Thank you, Samantha, for 
your trust and friendship. May the beauty we 
created here last for always. “Further up and 
further in.”

CODY ESTLE (Artistic 
Director)
Cody Estle became the 
Artistic Director at Next 
Act Theatre in December 
2022. Previously, he 
served as the Artistic 

Director at Raven Theatre in Chicago. His 
directing credits include SWING STATE, 

Special thanks from Next Act to:

Simple, tasty, authentic 
and homemade Italian food

A little taste of Italy in every bite!
2995 Clement Ave. Bay View, WI 53207 | tenutasitalian.com
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From 1776 to Today
E X P E R I E N C E  A  M U S I C A L  C E L E B R AT I O N  2 5 0  Y E A R S  I N  T H E  M A K I N G .

COPLAND & TWAIN: AN AMERICA 250
CELEBRATION IS SUPPORTED IN PART BY THE
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS

20% off America 250 concerts with code NEXTACT

PATRIOTIC POPS

MAY 22-24 FRI-SAT 7:30pm 
SUN 2:30pm

COPLAND & TWAIN:

AMERICA 250
MAY 8-10

FRI 11:15AM | SAT 7:30PM | SUN 2:30PM

CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION 
and THE TREASURER at Next Act 
Theatre; EVERY BRILLIANT THING at 
The Weidner; THE LUCKIEST (2022 Jeff 
Award nominee for Best Production and 
Best Director), SUNDOWN, YELLOW 
MOON, HOW I LEARNED TO DRIVE 
(named by Windy City Times as the 
best of Chicago theatre in 2019), THE 
GENTLEMAN CALLER (2019 Jeff Award 
winning new play by Philip Dawkins), 
THE ASSEMBLED PARTIES, A LOSS 
OF ROSES (named by Chicago Tribune 
honorable mention as one of the year’s best 
in 2016), DIVIDING THE ESTATE, 
VIEUX CARRÉ (named by Chicago 
Tribune as one of the year’s best in 2014), 
GOOD BOYS AND TRUE, BRIGHTON 
BEACH MEMOIRS, BOY GETS GIRL 
and DATING WALTER DANTE at Raven 

Theatre; THE GARBOLOGISTS and BY 
THE WATER (named by Chicago Sun-Times 
honorable mention as one of the top theatre 
productions of 2017) at Northlight Theatre; 
DAMASCUS at Strawdog Theatre; FIVE 
MILE LAKE at Shattered Globe Theatre; 
AMERICAN HERO at First Floor Theatre; 
SCARCITY at Redtwist Theatre; THE 
SEAGULL and WATCH ON THE RHINE 
at The Artistic Home; DON’T GO GENTLE 
at Haven Theatre; UNCLE BOB at Mary-
Arrchie Theatre and HOSPITALITY SUITE 
at Citadel Theatre. Cody has been named 
a “Person to Watch” by American Theatre 
Magazine and a “Notable Leader in Arts and 
Entertainment” by BizTimes Milwaukee. 
He is a member of SDC and an alumnus of 
Columbia College Chicago.

B IOGR APHIES cont.
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FREE
WINE
POUR
WITH THE PURCHASE OF  AN ENTRÉE

2011 S. 1ST STREET

SHOW THIS TO YOUR
SERVER FOR A

B IOGR APHIES cont.

LIBBY AMATO 
(Managing Director)
Libby Amato joined Next 
Act Theatre in 2004 as a 
House Manager and has 
worked continually for 
the company in a variety 

of roles, including Ticket Office Attendant, 
Actor, Deck Manager, Administrative 
Coordinator and Business Manager, before 
being promoted to Managing Director in 
2023. Libby has worked extensively in the 
Milwaukee theatre community, including 
as Development Associate for Skylight 
Music Theatre from 2016 to 2018 and as 
Co-Founder and Company Director of 
Umbrella Group Theatre, a small non-profit 
theatre company, from 2014 to 2017. Over 
the years, she has worked with many local 
theatre companies in areas including acting, 
stage managing, directing and teaching. These 
companies include First Stage, Renaissance 
Theaterworks, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, 
Forward Theater, In Tandem Theatre, All In 
Productions and Milwaukee Irish Arts, among 
others. She also made a brief foray outside 
of the arts world to work with Independence 
First, a local non-profit organization serving 
people with disabilities. In addition, Libby 
owns and operates Abbondanza Soap Co., a 
natural soap and body product company. She 
is a graduate of Carroll University.

ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION 
(“Equity”)
Equity, founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor 
union that represents more than 51,000 
professional Actors and Stage Managers. 
Equity fosters the art of live theatre as an 
essential component of society and advances 
the careers of its members by negotiating 
wages, improving working conditions and 
providing a wide range of benefits, including 
health and pension plans. Actors’ Equity is 
a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated 
with FIA, an international organization of 
performing arts unions.

Equity is governed by its own members 
through an elected Council, representing 
principal actors, chorus actors and stage 
managers living in three regions: Eastern, 
Central and Western. Members-at-large 
participate in Equity’s governance through a 
system of regional Boards and Committees. 
Equity has 28 designated area liaison cities 
with over 100 members each.
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Season Sponsors

Production Sponsors
Co-Sponsors

Margaret Dethloff and Terri Zeh
Mary Jo and Guy McDonald

Susan and Howard Schoenfeld

Media Partner

 
Mission 

Next Act Theatre engages the hearts and minds of audiences with intimate, 
compelling productions intended to stimulate thought, foster the exchange of ideas 

and promote the development of new perspectives and understanding.

CHARLES D. KAKUK LEGACY SOCIETY

The Charles D. Kakuk Legacy Society, named for the late Charles D. Kakuk, long-time 
Next Act Theatre Managing Director, recognizes individuals who have made a lasting 
impact on Next Act Theatre through their generous planned gift. To learn more about 

including Next Act Theatre in your estate planning, please call Tawnie Thompson, 
Development Manager, at 414-278-7780 x7 or email tawnie@nextact.org.

THANK YOU 2025 -26 SEASON SUPPORTERS

George R. Affeldt, Jr.
Anonymous

Bob Balderson
Haly and Michael Besaw

Michael and Ericka Burzynski
Judges John and Jean DiMotto

Dave Glenn
Clifford Heise

Kathy Nusslock
Milan and Gordana Racic*

Marian Weinberg*
Dick and Diane* Wright

Bettie Zillman*

*Bequest Received

Annie Jurczyk
Charles D. Kakuk*
Sandra L. Laedtke

Ross Lloyd
Norm and Sherry Malmon

Paul Mandel and Jane Barclay Mandel*
Sally Marks*
Jan Martin*
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THANK YOU NEXT ACT THEATRE SUPPORTERS

VISIONARIES ($10,000 
and above)

David and Patricia Anderson
Anonymous (1)
Bader Philanthropies
Bob Balderson
Judges John and Jean DiMotto
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
	 Ildy and Skip Poliner Fund
Herzfeld Foundation
Marianne and Sheldon Lubar
Martin Family Foundation
Donna Martynski
J. Michael Reavis
Shubert Foundation
Julia and David Uihlein
United Performing Arts Fund
Valerie and Gary Zamecnik
Sandra Zingler

INVESTORS ($5,000 
- $9,999)

Anonymous (1)
Derin Bjugstad and 

David Paris
Daniel H. Frankel and Sue 

Bronson Gratitude Fund
Michael and Ericka Burzynski
CAMPAC
The Thomas and Mary 

Belle Chatton Fund
City of Milwaukee Arts Board
Dorothy Inbusch 

Foundation, Inc.
Sandy Duffy
Elizabeth Elving
Forest County Potawatomi
Lori Morse and Rob Gardenier
Harri Hoffmann Family 

Foundation
The Holman Family
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
Laskin Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Christine Symchych 

and Jim McNulty
William and Janice Godfrey 

Family Foundation Trust
Wisconsin Arts Board

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE 
($1,000 - $4,999)

James and Terri Alioto
Beth Amato
Anonymous (3)

Mary and Larry Bandor
Clare M. Peters 

Charitable Trust
Miriam Colton and 

Holly Rehberg
Patty Compton
Destination Milwaukee
Margaret Dethloff 

and Terri Zeh
Dan and Renee Devine
Domnitz and Domnitz, SC
Patrick and Patti Doughman
Suzan and Jeff Fete
Four Four Foundation
Pam Frautschi
Timothy Frautschi
Gardner Foundation
David Glenn
Judith Goetz
Greater Milwaukee 

Association of Realtors  
    Youth Foundation, Inc.

Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation, Inc.

	     Briggs and Stratton Fund 
    Colton Charitable Fund 
    Judith A. Keyes  
        Family Fund 
    Sempercor Foundation 
    Sherry and Norm Malmon  
        Philanthropic Fund

Edward Hammond
Tracy Harrington
Judith and David Hecker
Richard and Esther Huiting
Mark and Ginny Kannenberg
Jeanne Kornkven
Jewish Community Fund
	 Pam Kriger Donor 

    Advised Fund
Rachel and Josh Krause
Gilbert Krueger
Helen Kuzma
Sandy Laedtke
LCM Funds Real Estate, LLC
Jody and Christopher Lowe 

Family Charitable Fund
Jane Lukic
John Mahony and 

Evelyn Burdick
Thomas and Renee 

McCutcheon
Guy and Mary Jo McDonald
John McGivern and 

Steve Brandt

Barb and Chuck Murphy
Parallel Employment Group
Moriah Pierce
Susan Riedel
Anna and Dan Robbins
Marianne and Matthew 

Robbins
Deanne Robison
Howard and Sue Schoenfeld
John and Pamela Shefchik
Virgil Smoots
David Cecsarini and 

Deborah Staples
Jane Svinicki
Barbara Tays
Way and Jacquelyn 

Thompson, Jr.
Andrew Volkoff
David and Cheryl Walker
Donna and Jerry Walsh
Wilfred Wollner, Jr.
Dick and Diane Wright 

Charitable Fund

DIRECTORS ($500 - $999)
Marcia Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Haly and Michael Besaw
Brooke Billick and 

Susan Bickert
William and Barbara Boles
Jill Broekhuizen
Mary Buchel
Angela Carollo and 

Peter Layde
Philippa Claude
John and Mary Jo Coffee
Michael Houle and 

Thomas Darrow
Ms. Thomas Deimel
Steven R. and Elizabeth 

Bellis Duback
Kent and Kathy Ehley
Dr. Mohammad ElBsat
Helen and Bert Forster
Amy Giampetroni and 

Joe Wendelberger
Norman and Daryl Grier
Richard Hoffmann
Cathy Jakicic
Mary Kay Jiricka
Hilarie and James Kane
David Jacob and John 

Kannenberg
Donald and Renee Kielich

Generously giving since April of 2025.

Kathy Nusslock
Milan and Gordana Racic*

Marian Weinberg*
Dick and Diane* Wright

Bettie Zillman*

*Bequest Received
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THANK YOU NEXT ACT THEATRE SUPPORTERS 

Roberta and Dennis Kmiec
Neil and Kathleen Knutsen
Konrad Kuchenbach
James and Diane Kuntzelman
Marilyn Kupka and 

Walt Prouty
Lee Marquardt
Robin and Tom Martin
David McIntosh and 

Donna Genzmer
Dwight and Marleen Morgan
Jane O’Connell
Gregory and Holly Orlowski
Joyce Pabst
Dennis and Becky Pelzek
Janet and Randy Peterson
Diana and Richard Pine
Al and Carol Pohl
Print-n-Press
Carole and Dave Pucely
John and Nancy Reuter
Susan and Michael Schall
Pamela Seccombe
Greg and Kelsey Soya
Jane Stoltz
John Surber and 

Bobbi Corrigan
Bill and Gwen Werner
Marilyn White
Scott Wilke

LEADING ACTORS 
($250 - $499)

Anonymous (3)
Jayne Ayers
Michael and Susie Bauer
Katie Bayliss and 

Thomas Mann
Dr. F. Martin Brutvan
Laurie and Peter Byrne
Kathi Campbell
Kevin Carr and Judy 

Greco Carr
Jane and Steve Chernof
Eric and Jeanne Christiansen
Kathryn and Kelly Clark
Nat and Laura Coffman
Catherine and Mario 

Costantini
Amy Dankwardt
Karen and Robert Dean
Dixie and Rick Deines
Cody Estle and Bryan 

Morandi
James and Susan Fergus
Anna and Jess Fig

Sarah Ford and 
Randall Klumb

Natalie Frankel
Laura Gordon
Gloria and Paul Halverson
Shirley and Joseph Henika
Cary and Karen Henson
Zoe Higgins
Dolores Holman
Milton and Sarah Hwang
Pauline and Thomas Jeffers
Kristine Jensen
Michele Kenner
Lilane Koehn Mace
Ann and Terry Krueger
Kurtz/Larme Family Fund
Avrum Lank
Jim and Teri Larson
Ronald and Peggy Leonhardt
Herbert Zien and 

Elizabeth Levins
Ross Lloyd
Greg and Sue Lochen
Patricia Lombardo
Gordon and Alicia Lugauer
Kurt and Kristi Magoon
Lois Malawsky
Chuck and Cindy Meyer
Debra Miller
Robert and Theresa Muselman
Donna Neal
Kathrine and Paul Noran
Jean Novy
Kathy Nusslock
Nate Press
Christine Radiske and 

Herbert Quigley
Richard and Donna Reinardy
Lynn Rix
Billi Dawn and Chris 

Schoggen
Les and Marcia Singer
Eileen and George Stone
Vicky and David Unruh
Sherry and Dave Wahlberg
Catherine and Bill 

Washabaugh
Paul and Shannon Watry
Jim and Joanne Wesp
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Williams
Penny Williams and 

Paul Noack
Norm and Prati Wojtal
Ted and Ann Zess

SUPPORTING ACTORS 
($100 - $249)

Jeana Abromeit and 
Andy Stone

George Affeldt
Libby Amato
Paul and June Ambro
Robert Amsden and 

Jeanne Williams
Anonymous (5)
Richard Antonacci
Cynthia Barczak
Paul Barno
Dr. Richard and Mrs. 

Diana Barthel
Janet Bashirian
Charlie Bauer
Jerrold and Dianne Belland
Julie and William Bonnell
Pamela Booth
John and Rose Brandl
Karen and Russell Brooker
Daniel and Janet Brophey
Marie and Robert Bucholtz
Roland Buhler
Mary and Rick Burbey
Dan and Rebecca Burzynski
Neal and Carla 

Butenhoff Fund
Marie Campos
Bob and Molly Canary
Jen and Dick Chudnow
Judi and Chris Collins
Karen Connell
Linda Crawford
Darren Davis
Peter and Elizabeth Dietz
Robert Dittmer and 

Jon Pansky
Carol Z. Dolphin
Donius- Kosidowski 

Charitable Fund
Shawn Duffy
Tawnie Thompson and Ethan 

Eichstedt-Anderson
David Ferrie
David S. Flores
Susan Foley
Jim Gingery and Corliss Rice
Charles and Juliet Gorsuch
Reed and Nancy Groethe
Duane Haas
Robert Hirschi
Carrie Hitchcock and 

Norman Moses
Melissa and Matt Honigman
Barb and Don Horack
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THANK YOU NEXT ACT THEATRE SUPPORTERS

Sylvia Newman-Hortman and 
Worthington Hortman Jr.

Housiaux Family Fund
Darryl Huennekens
Tina Itson
Jewish Community Fund
	 Marshall Zarem Donor  

    Advised Fund
David Johnson
James Toth and Karen Johnson
Richard and Diane Kane
Bill and Judy Kay
Edward Kelly
Gontran and Demaris 

Kenwood
Laurie and Bruce Kestelman
Joe Kmoch
Elizabeth Kocol
Anne Kumor
Dane and Dana LaFontsee
Dale and Barbara Lenz
Lloyd and Sheri Levin
Efrat Livny
Sue and Mark Lyday
Kathleen and Kenneth 

Maciolek
Michelle Mader
Jeff Martinka
Dr. Randy and Karen 

Mathewson
Elaine McDermott
June Moberly
Kathleen Mollica
Tom and Julia Nicholas
Nancy Notley
Julie Nysse
Brian O’Day
Leanne Olson
John Peters
Jill Anna Ponasik and 

William Bradley
Earl Potter and Lani Williams
Lynn Preston and Craig Petros
Dorotheann Rauch
Mary Ruffolo and Ben Litwin
Pia Russo
Robert Schellhammer 

and Maureen Holt
Amy and Joe Silvers
Dr. Marilyn R. Smits
Kathy and Wayne Sojkowski
Gilbert Southwell III
Elaine Strite and John Viste
Carolyn Sweers
Hable and Tanner
Paul and Donna Tanzer
Gina and John Taucher

Nancy Tawney
Charles and Barbara Taylor
Thomas Thornton
Amelia Toomey
Phyllis Tubesing
Lupe Ugent-Ewert and 

Andrew Alan Ewert
Jim and Kathie Vint
Margaret Ward
Phyllis Wax
Sue and Dennis Webb
John Weber
Marie Weiss
Carole Wenerowicz
Gretchen La Budde and 

Michael Whaley
Woodman’s Markets
Christine Yündem
Helen and Michael Zealy

JOURNEYMEN ($25 - $99)
Curt and Joan Anderson
Anonymous (12)
Jerry and Gail Baccetti
Diane M. S. Barton
Thomas J. Basting, Sr.
Jessica Betts
Kaila and Rick Bingen
Margaret Blodgett
Cheri and Tom Briscoe
Joy Brubaker 
Sally and Chet Celenza
Flora Coker
Kevin and Cindy Connell
Barbara Corning and 

John Koeppen
Teresa Coronado
Pat and Phil Crump
Dan and Kris Cunningham
Chris and Dennis Damon
Ellen and Jerry DeMers
Lynda Di Pierro
Cynthia DiCamelli
Diane Donohoo
Robin Ahrens
Diane and Jeff Edwards
David and Judith Eklund
Melissa Elsmo
Teresa Esser
Michael Evans
Miriam and Rick Falk
Mark and Mary Flagg
Judy Ganzke
Ralph and Paula Garcia
Howard Goldstein
Rachel Goochey
Lisa and Jeff Gorelick

Irv and Reesa Gottschalk
Elizabeth Green
Carol Grundman
Rebecca Guddie
David and Kelly Guthery
Rachel Hafemann
Rita Hale
Winifred Hammermeister
Deborah Hankel
Ken and Dana Hartenstein
Charles Hays
Tom and Katie Heinen
Robert Heller
Nona Hill and Clark Johnson
Matt and Courtney Ingram 
John Kannenberg
Ina Johnson
Josie Jonas
Katherine Jonas
Annie Jurczyk and Steve Miller
Jack Kastelic
Noreen and Gary Killian
Lee Ann and William 

Kingston
Caleb Kopp
David Korr and 

Jessica Frankin
Jack and Eileen Laffey
Renee LaFleur
Cecile and Russ Langford
Barbara Leigh
Bob Leinss
David and Deborah Lenz
Jennifer Lewis
Mary E. Long
Aaron and April Maher
Kim Maher
Judy Martel
Krista McCain
Victoria McCandless
Catherine and Patrick 

McGinn
Julie McHale
Adam Medina
Dan Meylink Sr.
Kathleen Miller
Sally Mrkvicka and 

Pete Stoddard
Bruce Murphy and 

Rose Balistreri
Lois Mytas
Davy Nelson
Judy Newland
Alex Ng and Carol Julin
Chris Nieman
A.J. Magoon and 

Caroline Norton
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THANK YOU NEXT ACT THEATRE SUPPORTERS

Dan O’Keefe
Kathryn O’Keefe
Elizabeth and James Orth
Kari Gunderson and 

Ronald Oshima
Katja Phillabaum
Linda and Thomas Phillips
Susan Pritchard
Ellena Radovancevic 

and Julie Travia
Linda Roethlisberger and 

Dennis Hennessey
Renee Rudolph
LindaGale Sampson
Nancy Satola

Jane Savage and Joshua Persik
John Schmoller
Beth and Kevin Schumacher
Kathleen Scullin
Shawn Selk
Skelday
Jason and Dori Frankel 

Steigman
L. Susan Stewart
LeRoy Stoner
Tom and Linda Streifender
John Stubbs
Laura Sutherland 
William Swendson
Diane Thomas

Lynn Tolcott
Josie Trettin
United Way
Chris Vogel
Mark and Yvonne Wagner
Debra Weiner
Dawn Wenszell
Hazel Wheaton
Margaret Wilber
Dajanae Williams
Kenneth Wodtke
James Pickering and 

Tami Workentin

TR IBUTE G IF TS

In honor of Libby Amato
	 James Moore
In honor of Mary Buchel
	 Kate Salsbury
In honor of David Cecsarini
	 Joyce Mielke
In honor of Cody Estle
	 The BJ and Candace Jones  

    Charitable Fund
In honor of Evan William Jaeger
	 Linda Englert Jaeger
In honor of A.J. Magoon
	 Milton and Sarah Hwang
In honor of Brian Mani
	 Wendy G. Hill
In honor of Skip and Ildy Poliner 
	 Jessica Poliner
In memory of Gary T. Smith
	 Sarah Fisher
In memory of Jonathan Smoots
	 Catherine Meyer Anderson
	 Anonymous (1)

	 Heidi Armbruster
	 James Cauley and Brenda  

    Andrews Charitable Fund
	 Alice H. Cecsarini
	 Lois Cecsarini
	 Eric and Jeanne  

    Christiansen
	 Cynthia Cooper
	 Jennie Ehrmann 
	 Christine Yündem and  

    Michael Evans
	 Jami and Joe Hanreddy
	 Suzy and James Holstein
	 Cathryn Jakicic
	 Pam Kriger
	 Marilyn Kupka
	 Jane Barclay Mandel and  

    Paul Mandel
	 Donna Martynski
	 Thomas and  

    Renee McCutcheon
	 June Moberly

	 Gregory and  
    Holly Orlowski

	 Susan Riedel
	 Mrs. P.J. Rockwell
	 Kathleen Scullin
	 Carla Slawson and  

    Bill Martens
	 Tony Smoots
	 Mr. Robert Spencer
	 Way and  

    Jacquelyn Thompson, Jr.
	 Dawn Wenszell
	 Sara Young and  

    John Christenson
In honor of Trevor Wetselaar
	 Janet Wetselaar
In honor of Ed Whitehead
	 Sandra Whitehead
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NEXT B IG THING CA MPAIGN DONORS

George Affeldt
James and Terri Alioto
Paul and June Ambro
Curt and Joan Anderson
David and Patricia Anderson
Marcia Anderson
Anonymous (6)
Jayne Ayers
Robert Balderson
Janet Bashirian
Michael and Susie Bauer
Katie Bayliss and 

Thomas Mann
Jerrold Belland
Rick and Kaila Bingen
Daniel and Janet Brophey
Joy Brubaker
Mary Buchel
Anne Buckley
Dan and Rebecca Burzynski
Michael and Ericka Burzynski
Neal and Carla Butenhoff
Robert Canary
Tom and Mary Belle Chatton
Flora Coker
Miriam Colton and 

Holly Rehberg
Karen Connell
Pat and Phil Crump
Michael Houle and 

Thomas Darrow
Margaret Dethloff 

and Terri Zeh

Judges John and Jean DiMotto
Carol Z. Dolphin
Shawn Duffy
Jennie Ehrmann
David Ferrie
Susan Foley
Helen and Bert Forster
James Gingery
David Glenn
Irv and Reesa Gottschalk
Elizabeth Green
Duane Haas
Gloria and Paul Halverson
Jami and Joe Hanreddy
Charles Hays
Melissa Honigman
Barb and Don Horack
Courtney Ingram
Linda Jaeger
Kristine Jensen
Mary Kay Jiricka
BJ and Candace Jones
Jack Kastelic
Noreen and Gary Killian
Lilane Koehn Mace
Caleb Kopp
Konrad Kuchenbach
Marilyn Kupka
Dane and Dana LaFontsee
Cecile and Russ Langford
Barbara and Dale Lenz
Ronald and Peggy Leonhardt
Jennifer Lewis

Gordon and Alicia Lugauer
Kurt and Kristi Magoon
Jane Barclay Mandel 

and Paul Mandel
Julie McHale
Chuck and Cindy Meyer
Joyce and Joan Mielke
Charles and Barbara Murphy
Lois Mytas
Kathrine and Paul Noran
Katja Phillabaum
Al and Carol Pohl
Nate Press
Dorotheann Rauch
Marianne and Matthew 

Robbins
Mary Ruffolo and Ben Litwin
L. Susan Stewart
Jane Svinicki
Barbara Tays
Diane Thomas
Julia and David Uihlein
Mark Ulrich
Marie Weiss
Dawn Wenszell
Janet Wetselaar
Sandra Whitehead
James Pickering and 

Tami Workentin

Carrier Global International
Fiserv

Home Depot Foundation
Johnson Controls Foundation

Robert W. Baird & Co.
Rockwell Automation

Check with your Human Resources department and find out if they will match your donation, doubling 
the impact of your gift.

THANK YOU FOR MATCHING YOUR EMPLOYEES’ AND RETIREES’ DONATIONS!

Next Act Theatre launched the $50,000 Next Big Thing matching campaign in July 2025 with the 
generous support of donors Val and Gary Zamecnik. Thank you to the individuals listed below 
who helped us match the Zamecniks’ $50,000 contribution in just 14 weeks, providing us with 
funds to support our 2025-26 productions, rehearsal hall renovations and other new equipment.

We are grateful to ALL our donors. Your generosity makes a tremendous difference in our ability 
to provide artistic and educational programming to the Greater Milwaukee community. We make 
every effort to keep this list accurate. Should you find an error, please accept our apologies and call 
Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager, at 414-278-7780 x7 or email tawnie@nextact.org to 
make any corrections.
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FOR YOUR INFOR M ATION

FOOD AND BEVERAGES – Drinks may be taken into the theatre, but food is not permitted.

LATECOMER POLICY – Latecomers will not be seated until an appropriate time. Seating will 
not be permitted 30 minutes after the start of a performance. If you are running late, please 
call the Ticket Office at 414-278-0765.

TICKET EXCHANGES – Subscribers may exchange their tickets, without fee, up to 48 hours 
prior to the performance (price adjustments may apply). Single ticket buyers may exchange their 
tickets for a fee of $5 per ticket up to 48 hours prior.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES – Photography and videography of any kind are prohibited during 
this performance. Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices.

DISCOUNTS – Seniors, educators, veterans and active service members receive a $5 discount 
per ticket on advance sales. Students receive a ticket rate of $16 plus fees for all performances. 
Individuals may also purchase half-price rush tickets one half-hour prior to curtain, based on 
availability.

GROUP DISCOUNTS – Groups of 10 or more receive a discount of 20 percent. To book 
groups, contact Wyatt Meyer, Patron Services Manager, at 414-278-7780 x9.

Officers
	 John DiMotto....................................................................................... President
	 Haly Besaw................................................................................... Vice President
	 Derin Bjugstad......................................................................................Secretary
	 David Andersont................................................................................... Treasurer

Directors

 t = Past Board President

Terri Alioto
Libby Amato, ex officio

Paul Barno
Renee Devine

Elizabeth Elving
Cody Estle, ex officio

Anna Fig
Cathryn Jakicict

Jane Lukic
Donna Martynski

Moriah Pierce
Marianne Robbins

Deanne L. Robison
Susan Schoenfeld

Barbara Tays
Andrew Volkoff
Sandy Zingler

NEXT ACT BOARD OF D IRECTORS
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ONE GIFT. REGIONAL IMPACT.
UPAF is the best way to make the biggest impact on the performing arts in 

Southeastern Wisconsin. With one gift, you directly support 14 Member Groups 
and numerous A�liates bringing the magic of music, dance and theater to life.

PLAY YOUR PART
AND DONATE TODAY
UPAF.ORG/DONATE



Renewals and new Season Tickets now on sale!

nextact.org | (414) 278-0765


