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BOSWELL’S TRAVELS

BRIAN MANI AND JOSH KRAUSE ON THE MANY JOURNEYS OF ONE PLAY

“This play’s all about journeys,
isn't it?”, asks Josh Krause, referring
to BOSWELL by Marie Kohler. The play
itself has had quite the journey over the
past 20 years. Additionally, actors Josh
Krause [playing James Boswell] and
Brian Mani [playing Samuel Johnson]
have taken fascinating journeys to our
Next Act production: Josh appeared
in the play Off-Broadway at 59E59 in
2022, and this is Brian’s fourth version
of the play, starting with a previous
iteration, BOSWELL'S DREAMS, at
Renaissance Theaterworks in 2005.

g wdrth, Col[egn Madden

“It was in the spring of 2005 that we
first did [BOSWELL'S DREAMS],” said
Brian. “I felt very knowledgeable at
the time - in the summer of 2004,
Marie and | took a trip to Scotland. We
went to a few places that Boswell and
Johnson [visited] on their tour of the
Hebrides. | felt really in it.”

Since then, Brian has returned to
Johnson several times, and while some
things have stayed the same, change
is natural: “It was 20 years ago, and |
can’'t remember some of the things. |
think Johnson'’s part of the story pretty

much remains
true to what was
done 20 vyears
ago, but since
then... | was also
44 years old then,
and | just turned
65. | am right in
the pocket for

Samuel Johnson
right now. I've
done much
more research

because of [the
productions  in]

Edinburgh  and
New York.

Marie and |
took a little

trip to Lichfield
[England] about
a month ago. We went to London and
saw some plays and then went to
Lichfield where Samuel Johnson was
born and raised. Got to visit the home
that he grew up in, which is right next
to the Lichfield market square, which
is brought up in the play.

I've read much more about his life.
| feel like | know that man so well.
Playing him is a pleasure. He was an
icon, and for me, still is this icon - he
was the rock star of the 18th century
in London. I'm excited to do [this role]
again. | can’t wait for audiences to get
a taste of him, because he’s got so
much to say.”

One of the big things that’s changed?
The other performers in the play:

“Josh [Krause] and | are the same [from
Off-Broadway to Next Act],” he said,
“but the other four actors, playing the
numerous characters they play, are all
different. That’s another thing for me: it
was a bigger play in 2005. More actors.
In Edinburgh, it was smaller. In New

Brian Mani as Samuel Johnson in a promotional photo for BOSWELL.

York, | was the only one that was the
same [from the previous productions].

Much of what we're going to do is
based on what we did in Edinburgh
and New York, but the actors bring
different things. We're in the third day
of rehearsals, and the ideas that are
being brought forth are way different
from what we did in New York, and
they’re all welcome. There’s no one
way to do this story. I'm excited to see
how it plays.”

Josh Krause, for his part, agrees: “Yeah,
I'm stepping back into it, but those
three years were big. Life happened,
man. My wife and | brought a son into
the world. My experience with work
has changed.

Brian and | were talking about it day
one: there’s ghosts that exist for us.
We can hear the past castmates and
their cadence. | can hear myself and
my cadence, but everything is so

Continued on page 3
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lobby display of violins played by Jewish musicians during the Holocaust.
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Brian Mani and Josh Krause in BOSWELL at 59E59.-Photo: Carol-Rosegg.

different. Not just the new people changing up the thing,
but me, I'm so different. I'm clocking an internal growth for
myself, that Boswell is just an entirely different version of
that guy that | met three years ago, because I’'m brand-new
to him too.

It's a great shock to the system, and it’s a great testament to
this piece, and all theatre pieces - they have to hold human
beings and the mayhem that they’ll cause to a piece. The
language has to be big enough that anyone can fit into it
and find themselves and play around in it.

It's really fun getting to see Marie in the room again,
hearing how she’s different, what she’s more in-tune with,
the things she’s fiddling with this time versus last time. She
was doing a much bigger edit [before], so her concerns
were wide-sweeping, and now it’s this really itty-bitty stuff.
And some of the minor changes that she’s made for the
“holiday” version of this show are quite charming and lovely
too. It’s all different.”

Regarding how he got involved in the production to begin
with, Josh’s journey is different from Brian’s, but no less
impactful: “This journey started a few years ago when,
| think it was Laura Gordon, asked me to audition and be
considered for the Off-Broadway production that Marie and
Co. would take to 59E59.

That was where my journey with this piece began.
Stepping into it, coming into a new version of this play.
It's gone through many different iterations. Marie being
the meticulous playwright that she is, she’s constantly
adapting her own piece
to fit the people that are
in the production, the
place where it's being
produced...

| got to experience,
| think, the largest
re-write.  From  the
production when it went
to the Edinburgh Fringe,
and then when it went
Off-Broadway, there
was a very big re-write.
Lots of scenes were
being considered to be
added or subtracted, so
me and the rest of the
company were part of
the [brain trust] that got

inutes Awa
...miles from ordinary!

aukee, Wl 53202
414-223-0100

to create that version of the play. And it’s still going under
new iterations now, so it’s really good to come back to this
one three years later and be on a new journey with it three
years later, here at Next Act, which | think is a perfect place,
honestly, to host this piece in particular.

The theatre we performed at in New York was a proscenium,
we were so intimately close with the, maybe, 60-seat
audience. It was very tiny, a true attic space of 59E59.
So we were really just smack up against the front row of
that audience. | love to get to stick with that intimacy, but
we're “hugged” [on three sides], we're not just facing off
with audiences. When | saw that Next Act was going to
be producing it, even before | was talked to about it, | just
knew, “oh, it’s gonna be in good hands.”

There's plenty of journeys in this play’s past-and this play
is, after all, very much about the past-but Brian and Josh
are both excited about the future - specifically, the Next
Act production:

“There are going to be people who saw it 20 years ago, but
then for a lot of people, that was the last chance they’ve
had. We had one invited performance before we took the
play to Edinburgh. We rehearsed it down at [UW] Parkside,
and we set the stage up, we had an invited audience, it was
packed, we had one show, and then we packed everything
together and we flew to Edinburgh. So unless you were in
that audience, you’ve not had the chance to see it in 20
years.

My wife, Marie Kohler, is the one who wrote it. I'm excited
for her show to get seen. There were a lot of people who
gave money to it to go to Edinburgh and New York, and I'm
excited for them to finally get to see it.”

Meanwhile, as Josh said, “I'm most excited to share this with
our specific Wisconsin, our Milwaukee audiences. The New
York audiences were very lovely. | think the front row was
maybe six inches away from the front of the stage. Once
they were seated, it was like, “do not move, because you
will runinto us.” The intimacy of that allowed for more shock
and awe on their parts, of like, “oh, this is direct address.”
But New Yorkers don't like that: “don’t look at me, don'’t talk
to me. That’s not what we do here in this town.” So I'm very
excited to experience a Wisconsin direct address audience,
where we've practiced that a little bit better, at least in our
theatre. We choose to gather here.

And especially in our times of looking for any sort of
handhold, any sort of hope or excitement anymore. | think
this theatre in particular.. The way the stage is designed,
which is why I love coming here to see theatre and to be on
the stage here, you get to see the audience directly across
from you, especially on the sides. | love those sides. You get
to see the action, and then you get to watch your fellows
watch the thing. It's this really cool experience that | don’t
really get in too many other places, and it’s really unique to
Next Act’s space.”

BOSWELL runs November 19 through December 14, 2025 at
Next Act Theatre. Get tickets now at nextact.org or call
[414] 278-0765.
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HOME(LAND) FOR THE HOLIDAYS

«
By A.J. Magoon, Marketing Director "

Much of the story of BOSWELL follows a trip across Scotland, including some
of the islands of the Hebrides, that James Boswell and Samuel Johnson took
in 1773. Both kept, and published, extensive journals of the trip, and these ‘
A |

'WITH YOUR HELP, 2026 WILL BE

accounts of their adventures and of their friendship provided inspiration for
playwright Marie Kohler. Below is the path they took across Scotland (starting at
Edinburgh and heading North), along with some notes on important locations!

Our 2025-26 Season is halfway

Johnson is pleased to visit these sites,

over, and we're speeding towards
another year of impactful
storytelling in 2026.

At this time of giving, please
consider a gift to our annual
holiday campaign to help us
start the new year off strong!
Your donation supports the -
entertaining, thought-provoking

Visit nextact.org/donate
call (414) 278-0765
or mail a donation to:

Next Act Theatre
PO Box 394
Milwaukee, WI 53201

Boswell and Johnson spend August

31and September1at Anoch, theonly -

location mentioned in their journals
which cannot now be definitively
located. Boswell suggests that a
house in Glenmorison, 11 miles from
Fort Augustus, was called Anoch
and was kept by a man belonging
to the M'Queen tribe. Nowadays, it
is unclear exactly where this house

which feature prominently in William
Shakespeare’s MACBETH.

“This to an Englishman is classic
ground. Our imaginations were heated,
and our thoughts recalled to their old
amusements.”

Johnson, Samuel. A Journey to the Western Isles of Scotland,
https://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/usebooks/johnson-
westernisles/index.html, Accessed 2 Oct. 2025.

“You recite the Bard quite meaningfully,
sir”
Kohler, Marie. Boswell. Dramatic Publishing Company, 2024

work that Next Act does all year. to get started! would have been located.

Give us the push we need
for a new year!

(** Scan with
" your phone
to donate
now!
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In the midst
of Boswell and
Johnson's travels,
playwright Marie Kohler
sets Joan, a University of
Chicago grad student in the
1950s researching the pair.
In the play, she finds a trove
of previously-undiscovered
Boswell journals at the
Auchinleck estate.
In real life,
the journals

“Upon the island of lona. Our ride were

f I)1/ou can’t get enough of Marie

ler, we have good news: there are
several opportunities to hear more from her
during the run of BOSWELL.

Learn from Marie before a performance of
BOSWELL at one of our Personal Previews.
These conversations, featuring a guest from
the current production, are moderated by
a Next Act staff member and give patrons
additional context and insight about a play
before the performance. We allow both time

Amtalian Cafe right in
urineighborhood. Rich
Spresso, bakery shipped

here, over stormy waters, was the
roughest we have known. By silver
moonlight, we find our refuge ... near

a graveyard. They say Macbeth is
buried here, among other highland T
chiefs.”

Kohler, Marie. Boswell. Dramatic Publishing Company, 2024

Boswell and Johnson stay on lona
October 19 - 21. In Marie’s play, lona
serves as an important backdrop for
the development of their friendship.

omMtaly, and something
ney for you to try each
time you visit.

for the guest to share thoughts and also
time for patrons to ask questions. Personal
Previews happen 30 minutes before curtain
time of our Sunday Matinees (except Closing
Sunday).

Marie will be present at all three Personal
Previews on November 23, November 30 and
December 7, all at 1:30 p.m. We can’t wait to
see you there!
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Between November 2 and 8, the pair

stay at Auchinleck, Boswell’s ancestral estate.
James Boswell’s father, Alexander, was both a
prominent judge and the 8" Laird (or Lord) of
Auchinleck, and upon his passing nine years
later, James inherited the title.

“Quod petis hic est; Est Ulubris, animus-"
“A strong mind can be haﬁpy at Auchinleck-"
“Remote and quiet though it be!”

Kohler, Marie. Boswell. Dramatic Publishing Company, 2024

discovered
at Ireland'’s
Malahide
Castle.

v STA

‘ Boswell and Johnson begin
HAMILTON their journey in Edinburgh,
with Johnson arriving on
August 14, 1773 and the pair
departing North to Inch
Keith on August 18. They
will not return until their trip
concludes on November
9. In Marie’s play, the pair
spend their time in Edinburgh
meeting the philosopher
David Hume and are
entertained by Boswell’s wife,
Margaret, in the Boswells’

Edinburgh rooms.

ENGLAND
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SMASHING THE GOAL ON
NEXT ACT THEATRE’S

NEXT BIG THING

CAMPAIGN .

By Tawnie Thompson, Development Manager

; |

Next Act is incredibly excited to announce that we have surpassed the goal of our $50,000 Next Big Thing

Matching Campaign! With your help and generosity, it took us only 14 weeks to reach 106 percent of our goal, more than
$52,000 raised! That's just over half the original length of the campaign.

Beating this goal unlocked a matching gift from long-time patrons Val and Gary Zamecnik, whose $50,000 contribution
will be used to renovate Next Act Theatre’s rehearsal hall, including a new floor and a new ceiling lighting grid. The
rehearsal hall is used by Next Act Theatre, Renaissance Theaterworks and outside organizations for rehearsals, classes,
workshops, meetings and even performances, and these updates will improve outcomes for artists, students and
patrons. The rehearsal hall will be renamed The Val and Gary Zamecnik Studio following this renovation. Their funds
will also support the acquisition of a new lighting board for Next Act Theatre, among other equipment improvements.
Meanwhile, funds raised by our many generous donors will support our upcoming productions of BOSWELL, SWING
STATE and DINNER WITH THE DUCHESS, ensuring our ability to provide you with entertaining and thought-provoking
theatre for the rest of the season.

Thanks to the Generous Support of our Next Big Thing Donors
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Jane Barclay Mandel and Paul Mandel
Julie McHale
Chuck and Cindy Meyer

Janet Wetselaar
Sandra Whitehead
James Pickering and Tami Workentin

BROKEN BAT
BREWING L0

16+ tasty craft brews made just around the corner
for your enjoyment at our Walker's Point Taproom

Located at 135 E. Pittsburgh Ave.
Open 7 days a week

(414) 316-9197
135 E. Pittsburgh Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
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THE UNEXPE F SHELLY ROSEN
By Jim Toth, Volunteer Art Coordinator
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Raven’s Bloom by Shelly Rosenquist.
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“| have tried too in my time to be a philosopher; but,
I don’t know how, cheerfulness was always breaking
in.” - James Boswell

Boswell embodied an ebullient, spirited view of the world. Guided
by a wry sense of humor, he was ever open to experience from different
perspectives and would most likely find the colorful, cheerful paintings of

Shelly Rosenquist, our featured artist, exciting.

As she explains,

“I like to amplgy elements of my subject matter. My
goal isn’t to be realistic, but to create a new way
of focusing on the topic by providing an unusual
angle, a different color palette or an unexpected
relationship within the piece. In our hectic human
existence, we have stralved from what makes this
world a beautiful place. I like to use my work as a tool
to remind people to look around them, to breathe the
air, to appreciate the detail and miracles of the world
around us.”

To those artistic ends, Shelly not only creates vibrant art, she also
provides a platform for other artists to shine in her brick-and-mortar
gallery/creative space Rosenquist Fine Art located in South Milwaukee.
Learn more at www.rosenquistfineart.com

Come See

Shelly’s Gallery
Enjoy the art in our lobby
gallery during the run of

BOSWELL, November 19
through December 14 from
noon to 5 p.m. or before/
after performances.

SUPPORTED BY

('DILLUAU
BAR & GRILL

KEL’

A great irish pub with amazing food -
right in the Next Act neighborhood!

Free shuttles to Brewers, Bucks, Packers,
Men’s Marquette Basketball and Men’s
UWM Basketball games as well as
Summefest and Irish Fest.

338 S1st St

Milwaukee, W1 53204

TRANJSFER

PIZZERIA » CAFE

(414)-271-7546
olydias.milwaukee@gmail.com
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NEXT ACT THEATER.
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A Wisconsin-written Wisconsin Premiere!
As Seen Off-Broadway and at the Edinburgh Fringe!

When ambitious 20th-century academic Joan goes looking for
unpublished writings by literary giant Samuel Johnson, she finds her
work interrupted by James Boswell. Chatty, bawdy, flawed and deeply
honest, Boswell’s 18th-century journals of his grand journey through
Scotland with Johnson take Joan back in time, showing her the power
of authenticity and the need to make her own place in the world.
Heart and mind spar wittily in this epic adventure of friendship, travel
and the written word.

“With characters so witty, sparkling dialogue is all but guaranteed.”

-New York Stage
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
NOV 19 20 21 22
Preview | Preview [ Opening
7:30 7:30 7:30 4:00
23 25 26 28 29
130 | Thankss
2:00 P/T 7307 |7:30 9viNg 17.30  |4:00
30 3 4 5 6
,,,,, 2:00 P/T 1:30 7:30T |7:30 4:00
,,,,,,,, 7 8 10 11 12 13
: PWYC
2:00 P/T|7:30 1:30 7:30T |7:30 4:00
Closin:;4 P - Personal Preview T - Talkback
MARIE KOH LER 2.00 PWYC - Pay What You Can
LAURA GORDON Directed by: Laura Gordon
Featuring: Heidi Armbruster, Madeline Calais-King, David Cecsarini,

Josh Krause, Brian Mani and Sarah Zapiain
Single tickets on sale at [414] 278-0765 or online at nextact.org
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