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PERSONAL PREVIEW
GUESTS

JAKE PENNER
DIRECTOR

PATRICIA LEÓN 
DE LA BARRA

UNDERSTUDY

TALKBACK GUESTS

MORE TO CONSIDER
By A.J. Magoon, Marketing Director

Next Act’s brand of powerful theatre frequently brings audiences face-
to-face with important issues. If you’re a frequent Next Act patron, we know you 
probably want plays that make you think, feel and talk about a variety of topics.

While our shows are a great jumping-off point into the issues we’re exploring, 
there are ways to go deeper! One way is this newsletter, as well as our newly-
introduced audience guide, which is available digitally on the Next Act website 
and in print in our lobby before each performance. But we’d also like to invite 
you to be a bigger part of the conversation!

Before select performances of each play, we offer Personal Previews. These 
conversations, featuring a guest from the current production, are moderated 
by a Next Act staff member and give patrons additional context and insight 
about a play before the performance. We allow both time for the guest to 
share thoughts and also time for patrons to ask questions. Personal Previews 
happen 30 minutes before curtain time of our Sunday Matinees (except Closing 
Sunday). For SANCTUARY CITY, we are excited to have Director Jake Penner and 
understudy (and Venezuelan international student, see the full story on pages 
1 - 3) Patricia León de la Barra as our guests.

Then, following each Sunday Matinee (except Closing Sunday) and Thursday 
Evening (except Thursday Preview) performance, Next Act also offers a 
Talkback. At our Talkbacks, audience members are encouraged to remain 
after a performance to talk with cast members about the play - both the 
experience of performing the play itself as well as the topics and issues raised. 
For SANCTUARY CITY, we are also excited to welcome guests from several 
community organizations to provide additional thoughts, reactions and context 
for both audience members and cast members. 

One of our community partners, the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Wisconsin (ACLU WI), fights to protect, defend and expand civil rights and 
liberties — particularly for communities historically denied their rights — through 
nonpartisan advocacy, community education, litigation and organizing in order 
to create a more just future.

Our other community partner, the Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee, provides 
legal services at no cost to more than 6,000 eligible individuals and families 
each year. Legal Aid specializes in civil matters involving housing security, 
guardianship, consumer protection, financial health, civil rights and immigration, 
enabling  clients to redevelop and strengthen their communities from within.

Interested in having a more involved role in the conversation around 
SANCTUARY CITY? Check out the schedule below and attend a performance 
—and supplementary event(s)—on your desired day!

TalkbacksPersonal Previews
Sunday, September 14 - 1:30 p.m.
Jake Penner (Director)

Sunday, September 21 - 1:30 p.m.
Patricia León de la Barra (Understudy) 

Sunday, September 28 - 1:30 p.m.
Jake Penner (Director)

Sunday, September 14 - after show
ACLU WI, Legal Aid Society

Thursday, September 18 - after show
ACLU WI

Sunday, September 21 - after show
ACLU WI, Legal Aid Society

Thursday, September 25 - after show
ACLU WI, Legal Aid Society

Sunday, September 28 - after show
ACLU WI, Legal Aid Society

Thursday, October 2 - after show
ACLU WI, Legal Aid Society
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16+ tasty craft brews made just around the corner 
for your enjoyment at our Walker's Point Taproom 

Located at 135 E. Pittsburgh Ave. 
Open 7 days a week

(414) 316-9197
135 E. Pittsburgh Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Wyatt Meyer has joined Next Act and Renaissance Theaterworks as 
our new Patron Services Manager. Wyatt is a Minnesota native who relocated to Milwaukee 
in 2017. Since then, he has become an active part of the local arts community, working 
as a Production Manager with Bard & Bourbon and The Constructivists. Wyatt also briefly 
served as the Operations Manager for Present Music, where he applied his expertise in 
team leadership and operations to enhance performance logistics. In addition to his work 

in the arts, Wyatt is the Executive Director of the Milwaukee Trans and Queer Depot, an 
organization dedicated to distributing hormone supplies and providing sober, queer 

spaces for the community. Wyatt’s commitment to fostering inclusive, supportive 
environments extends to his personal and professional life, where he integrates 

radical care, systems thinking and direct leadership. He is passionate about 
creating experiences that are welcoming for all patrons, with a particular 
focus on accessibility and equity. He will oversee the ticket office and all 
front of house operations while also spearheading accessibility initiatives 
for both Next Act Theatre and Renaissance Theaterworks.

Elyse Edelman has joined Next Act as our Artistic Associate. 
Elyse is a Milwaukee-based freelance actor, director, and educator. She has previously 
been seen on the Next Act stage in CIRCLE MIRROR TRANSFORMATION and a staged 

reading of MRS. CHRISTIE. Her Wisconsin credits also include multiple productions 
with Forward Theater Company, Renaissance Theaterworks, Milwaukee Chamber 

Theatre, First Stage, Third Avenue PlayWorks, In Tandem Theatre, Children’s Theater 
of Madison, American Players Theatre, Milwaukee Rep and Door Shakespeare. 

Regionally, her favorite credits include years in the Twin Cities with The Guthrie, 
Park Square, Children’s Theatre Co., Mixed Blood, Bedlam, People’s Center 

and Minnesota Shakespeare, as well as work with Utah Shakespeare Festival 
and Riverside Theatre. Elyse is also a member of Forward Theater’s Advisory 

Company. She was a company member at Door Shakespeare for eight seasons 
and served as director of Camp Will, their summer Shakespeare program. At 

First Stage, she has worn many hats – both as a longtime faculty member and 
in administrative roles – for more than 15 years. Her teaching and program 

design have also shaped theater curriculum in schools and youth correctional 
facilities. At Next Act, Elyse will oversee all educational programming as well 

as supporting the company’s artistic output.

MEET OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS
Over the summer, Next Act Theatre welcomed two new members to our administrative staff. Join 
us in giving a warm welcome to two new faces around the building!

“Elyse brings a wealth of experience in both educational and professional theatre, and Wyatt 
will help expand accessibility, strengthen our connection to the community, and support the 
development of improved safety and emergency procedures. We look forward to the energy, 
creativity, and expertise Wyatt and Elyse will bring to our organization.” -Artistic Director Cody Estle and 

Managing Director Libby Amato
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INSPIRED
THE ART OF ERICO ORTIZ AND CAROL GLASER

By Jim Toth, Volunteer Art CoordinatorBy Jim Toth, Volunteer Art Coordinator

We are a nation of immigrants, and the arts reflect and 
embrace that reality. Artists are influenced and inspired by the 
rich multi-cultural tapestry that has evolved into the diverse and 
inclusive world of American creative expression. Our featured 
artists, Erico Ortiz and Carol Glaser, emulate different aspects of 
this dynamic.

Erico Ortiz, owner and founder of Inspiration Studios in West Allis, 
came to painting after retiring from a rewarding career as an MPS 
Spanish teacher and administrator. His expressive works have an 
open, emotional impact that reflects his Puerto Rican heritage.

Carol Glaser, a mostly self-taught, Milwaukee-based collage artist 
has found inspiration in the power of African patterns and figures. 
Her bold and meticulous compositions have a respectful, cross-
cultural energy.

As is the case with all art, their colorful, uplifting work is best 
experienced in person. All are invited and encouraged to take a 
closer look during the run of SANCTUARY CITY.

Come See Erico and 
Carol’s Gallery

Enjoy the art in our lobby gallery 
during the run of SANCTUARY 
CITY, September 10 through 

October 5 from noon to 5 p.m. or 
before/after performances.

SUPPORTED BY

A great irish pub with amazing food - 
right in the Next Act neighborhood!

Free shuttles to Brewers, Bucks, Packers, 
Men’s Marquette Basketball and Men’s 

UWM Basketball games as well as 
Summefest and Irish Fest.

338 S 1st St
Milwaukee, WI 53204

(414)-271-7546
olydias.milwaukee@gmail.com

Minutes Away
...miles from ordinary!...miles from ordinary!

649 E Erie St, Milwaukee, WI 53202
414-223-0100

SUPPORTED BY

A great irish pub with amazing food - 
right in the Next Act neighborhood!

Free shuttles to Brewers, Bucks, Packers, 
Men’s Marquette Basketball and Men’s 

UWM Basketball games as well as 
Summefest and Irish Fest.

338 S 1st St
Milwaukee, WI 53204

(414)-271-7546
olydias.milwaukee@gmail.com

Sunrise Celebration by Erico OrtizCulture by Carol Glaser



PO Box 394
Milwaukee, WI 53201

Box Office 414-278-0765
Administration 414-278-7780
255 S. Water St., Milwaukee, WI 53204
www.nextact.org | Email info@nextact.org

SEASON SPONSORS
PROUD MEMBER

SANCTUARY CITY is supported by Producing Sponsor J. Michael Reavis, Associate Sponsor Patty Compton
and Co-Sponsors Derin Bjugstad and David Paris, Elizabeth Elving, and Sandy Laedtke

In post-9/11 Newark, NJ, two teenagers brought to America as 
children now face an impossible question: what are they willing to 
risk for a future in the only country they’ve ever known? These two 
DREAMers and lifelong friends will fight like hell to establish a place 
for themselves and each other in America. But as time hurtles on and 
complications mount, each must reckon with the sacrifices it will take 
in order to find a place to call home.

Directed by: Jake Penner
Featuring: King Hang, Joe Lino and Ashley Oviedo
Single tickets on sale at (414) 278-0765 or online at nextact.org

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
SEPT 10
Preview

7:30

11
Preview

7:30

12
Opening
7:30

13

4:00
14

2:00 P/T

17
1:30
7:30 

18

7:30 T

19

7:30

20

4:00
21

2:00 P/T

24

1:30

25

7:30 T

26

7:30

27

4:00
28

2:00 P/T

29
PWYC

7:30

1

1:30

2

7:30 T

3

7:30

4

4:00
5

Closing
2:00

P - Personal Preview     T - Talkback
PWYC - Pay What You Can

A Wisconsin-Premiere play from
a Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright!

“Stunningly beautiful and...emotionally immersive” -Chicago Sun Times


